
100mm
cover

99mm 99mm99mm99mm97mm

The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

11. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE 
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 11TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016

DANK – ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Kulturförderung Kanton und Stadt Luzern
D4 Business Village, Technopark Luzern

Stiftung Corymbo, Zürich, 041 Das Kulturmagazin
Dr. Ulrich Claessen, Alpnach, Hanspeter Fischer, Ennetbürgen

Dr. Konrad Fischer, Zürich
Gemeinnützige Gesellschaft, Luzern

Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Dr. Anton Gunzinger, Seraina Morell Gunzinger, Zürich

ICES Foundation, Genf
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Maxon Motor, Sachseln, Rivella AG, Rothrist, Christine Barth
Dr. Uli Sigg, Mauensee

Luzern Tourismus, Kongressförderung

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

TOPIC 2016 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS CHAIRPERSONS / PANELISTS

PANEL DISCUSSION 
LEADER

PROF. DR. 
ERNST PETER FISCHER

Wissenschaftsgeschichte
History of Science

Universität Heidelberg 
www.uni-heidelberg.de

PROF. DR. 
HEATHER A. BERLIN
Neurowissenschaften und 

Psychiatrie
Neursociences and Psychiatry

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York

http://icahn.mssm.edu

DR. WALTRAUT 
LIEBL-KOPITZKI

Leiterin des Amts für Schulen, 
Bildung und Wissenschaft der Stadt 
Konstanz – Chief of the Department 

of Schools, Education and Science, 
City of Konstanz 

www.konstanz.de

DR. FRIEDERICKE 
MECKEL, M.D.

Ärztin und Psychotherapeutin
Medical Doctor and Psychotherapist

Zurich, Switzerland

STEVE PAULSON
Executive Producer and Co-Founder

of To the Best of Our Knowledge 
at Wisconsin Public Radio  

Distinguished Scholar at the 
Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery
http://ttbook.org/steve-paulson

http://discovery.wisc.edu/discovery

DR. STUART 
HAMEROFF, M.D.

Anästhesiologie – Anesthesiology
Center for Consciousness Studies

University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ – USA

www.quantumconsciousness.org

DIEGO HANGARTNER, 
Pharm.D.

Übersetzer, Lehrer, Praktiker
Translator, Teacher, Practitioner

Gründer / Founder, Institute of Se-
cular Ethics and Mental Balance; 

Co-Founder, Mind and Life Europe, 
Küsnacht – ZH, Switzerland

http://esri.mindandlife-europe.org

DR. THUPTEN JINPA
Buddhismus und Religions-

wissenschaften
Buddhism and Religious Studies

Gründer / Founder, Institute 
of Tibetan Classics, Montreal 
Chair, Mind and Life Institute

Hadley, MA – USA
www.mindandlife.org

DR. LUIS EDUARDO LUNA
Anthropologie – Anthropology

Wasiwaska – Research Centre for 
the study of psychointegrator plants, 

visionary art and consciousness
Florianópolis – BR

http://www.wasiwaska.org

PROF. DR. CHRISTOF KOCH
Neurobiologie – Neurobiology

President / Chief Scientific Officer
Allen Institute for Brain Science, 

Seattle – USA
www.alleninstitute.org 

PROF. DR. SIR 
ROGER PENROSE
Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie – Mathematical 
Physics and Cosmology
Mathematical Institute

University of Oxford – UK
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

DR. MATTHIEU RICARD
Buddhistischer Mönch und Autor

Buddhist Monk and Author
Gründer / Founder, Karuna Shechen

http://www.shechen.org

EMPFOHLENE LEKTÜRE

Buch Zu einer neuen Quantenphysik des Bewusstseins – Gespräche an den 
Grenzen der Erkenntnis (2009). Autoren: Roy Ascott (UK), Reinhold Bertlmann (A), 
Ulrike Gabriel (D), Ernst von Glasersfeld (USA), Stuart Hameroff (USA), 
Luis Eduardo Luna (BR), Josef Mitterer (A), Roger Penrose (UK), Otto Rössler (D), 
Peter Weibel (A), Anton Zeilinger (A). 
Herausgeber: Neue Galerie Luzern und René Stettler; 
die 172-seitige Publikation im CD-Format kann per E-Mail gegen Rechnung 
bestellt werden: info@neugalu.ch  
Preis: CHF/EUR 25.00 zuzüglich Versand- und Verpackungsspesen CHF/EUR 6.00.

DR. FRITJOF CAPRA
Physik und Systemtheorie 

Physics and Systems Theory 
Center for ecoliteracy, Berkeley,  

CA – USA 
www.fritjofcapra.net

D
A

S R
Ä

T
SE

L
 D

E
S M

E
N

SC
H

L
IC

H
E

N
 

B
E

W
U

SST
SE

IN
S

T
H

E
 E

N
IG

M
A

 O
F

 H
U

M
A

N
 C

O
N

SC
IO

U
SN

E
SS

11. SC
H

W
E

IZ
E

R
 B

IE
N

N
A

L
E

 
Z

U
 W

ISSE
N

SC
H

A
F

T
, T

E
C

H
N

IK
 + Ä

ST
H

E
T

IK
T

H
E

 11
T

H SW
ISS B

IE
N

N
IA

L 
O

N
 SC

IE
N

C
E

, T
E

C
H

N
IC

S + A
E

ST
H

E
T

IC
S

A
nm

eldung – R
egistration 

(A
nm

eldeschluss 10. Januar 2016 – R
egistration deadline January 10, 2016)

Ich nehm
e an folgenden Veranstaltungen teil (bitte ankreuzen):

I w
ill participate in the follow

ing events (please m
ark w

ith a cross):
 11. Schw

eizer Biennale / 11
th Sw

iss Biennial 
C

H
F

 120.00
 Stud. / A

H
V

 – C
oncessions (ID

) 
C

H
F

 
90.00

 11. Schw
eizer Biennale / 11th Sw

iss Biennial + 
 Führung / G

uided tour, M
useum

 Sam
m

lung R
osengart, Luzern 

C
H

F
 145.00

 Stud. / A
H

V
 – C

oncessions (ID
)  

C
H

F
 115.00

 D
4 Top E

vent: T
hupten Jinpa

 D
4 Business V

illage Luzern (R
oot-Längenbold) 

E
intritt frei / Free adm

ission 
Beschränkte Platzzahl / Lim

ited num
ber of seats

 16. JA
N

U
A

R
 2016 – JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 16, 2016

A
nrede / Title

N
am

e / N
am

e

Vornam
e / First nam

e

Institution, Firm
a / Institution, C

om
pany 

A
dresse / A

ddress

PLZ, O
rt / Zip-C

ode, Place

Telefon / Phone

E
-M

ail

D
ie A

nm
eldung w

ird nach E
rhalt in R

echnung gestellt 
T

he registration w
ill be billed on receipt

A
nm

eldung über das Internet – R
egistration via Internet: 

w
w

w
.neugalu.ch 

flyer_biennale16_593x210_laydef.indd   7-12 14.09.15   09:40

100mm
cover

99mm 99mm99mm99mm97mm

The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler
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Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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TOPIC 2018

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

Over more than five decades, the hu-
man brain and brain functions have 
turned into a research paradigm around 
the globe making massive progress. To-
day new scientific tools are enabling us 
to see what neurons are doing when we 
think certain thoughts. 

The revolutionary impact of neuro- 
science on our understanding of the 
brain is undeniably impressive. At the 
same time, however, neuroscience has 
equally influenced our views on mo-
dern psychology, on the philosophy of 
science as well as on the philosophy of 
mind, which—from a broader vantage 
point—have been profoundly led astray 
by the dogmas of scientific materia-
lism. Dying, for example, is for many 
today nothing more than the ending 
of brain function. And the idea of an 
inner self/subject or incorporeal realm 
of the mind with qualia is—according 
to internationally acclaimed philoso-
pher Daniel Dennett—just a cognitive 
illusion. 

Yet, is what Buddhist contemplatives 
have recognised and even have succeed- 
ed in coming to terms with over the 
past 2500 years, namely the ontology of 
the mental—an irreducibly first-person 

ontology or the subjectivity of consci-
ousness—just mumbo-jumbo? And are 
the very sophisticated ways of training 
attention and introspective skills that 
they have devised for probing deeply 
into the origins and nature of consci-
ousness only hocus-pocus? What is pri-
mary: The mind or the brain? 

These are the key questions of the 12th 
Swiss Biennal on Science, Technics and 
Aesthetics. They will be debated in key-
notes, sessions as well as in a panel dis- 
cussion with renowned speakers from 
around the globe. I wish you a spiritu-
ally rewarding day with many inspiring 
talks and conversations.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on Science, 
Technics + Aesthetics
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics
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USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler
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Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 
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Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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TOPIC 2018

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

Over more than five decades, the hu-
man brain and brain functions have 
turned into a research paradigm around 
the globe making massive progress. To-
day new scientific tools are enabling us 
to see what neurons are doing when we 
think certain thoughts. 

The revolutionary impact of neuro- 
science on our understanding of the 
brain is undeniably impressive. At the 
same time, however, neuroscience has 
equally influenced our views on mo-
dern psychology, on the philosophy of 
science as well as on the philosophy of 
mind, which—from a broader vantage 
point—have been profoundly led astray 
by the dogmas of scientific materia-
lism. Dying, for example, is for many 
today nothing more than the ending 
of brain function. And the idea of an 
inner self/subject or incorporeal realm 
of the mind with qualia is—according 
to internationally acclaimed philoso-
pher Daniel Dennett—just a cognitive 
illusion. 

Yet, is what Buddhist contemplatives 
have recognised and even have succeed- 
ed in coming to terms with over the 
past 2500 years, namely the ontology of 
the mental—an irreducibly first-person 

ontology or the subjectivity of consci-
ousness—just mumbo-jumbo? And are 
the very sophisticated ways of training 
attention and introspective skills that 
they have devised for probing deeply 
into the origins and nature of consci-
ousness only hocus-pocus? What is pri-
mary: The mind or the brain? 

These are the key questions of the 12th 
Swiss Biennal on Science, Technics and 
Aesthetics. They will be debated in key-
notes, sessions as well as in a panel dis- 
cussion with renowned speakers from 
around the globe. I wish you a spiritu-
ally rewarding day with many inspiring 
talks and conversations.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on Science, 
Technics + Aesthetics
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

11. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE 
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 11TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne
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CONSCIOUSNESS

TOPIC 2016 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS CHAIRPERSONS / PANELISTS

PANEL DISCUSSION 
LEADER

PROF. DR. 
ERNST PETER FISCHER

Wissenschaftsgeschichte
History of Science

Universität Heidelberg 
www.uni-heidelberg.de

PROF. DR. 
HEATHER A. BERLIN
Neurowissenschaften und 

Psychiatrie
Neursociences and Psychiatry

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York

http://icahn.mssm.edu

DR. WALTRAUT 
LIEBL-KOPITZKI

Leiterin des Amts für Schulen, 
Bildung und Wissenschaft der Stadt 
Konstanz – Chief of the Department 

of Schools, Education and Science, 
City of Konstanz 

www.konstanz.de

DR. FRIEDERICKE 
MECKEL, M.D.

Ärztin und Psychotherapeutin
Medical Doctor and Psychotherapist

Zurich, Switzerland

STEVE PAULSON
Executive Producer and Co-Founder

of To the Best of Our Knowledge 
at Wisconsin Public Radio  

Distinguished Scholar at the 
Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery
http://ttbook.org/steve-paulson

http://discovery.wisc.edu/discovery

DR. STUART 
HAMEROFF, M.D.

Anästhesiologie – Anesthesiology
Center for Consciousness Studies

University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ – USA

www.quantumconsciousness.org

DIEGO HANGARTNER, 
Pharm.D.

Übersetzer, Lehrer, Praktiker
Translator, Teacher, Practitioner

Gründer / Founder, Institute of Se-
cular Ethics and Mental Balance; 

Co-Founder, Mind and Life Europe, 
Küsnacht – ZH, Switzerland

http://esri.mindandlife-europe.org

DR. THUPTEN JINPA
Buddhismus und Religions-

wissenschaften
Buddhism and Religious Studies

Gründer / Founder, Institute 
of Tibetan Classics, Montreal 
Chair, Mind and Life Institute

Hadley, MA – USA
www.mindandlife.org

DR. LUIS EDUARDO LUNA
Anthropologie – Anthropology

Wasiwaska – Research Centre for 
the study of psychointegrator plants, 

visionary art and consciousness
Florianópolis – BR

http://www.wasiwaska.org

PROF. DR. CHRISTOF KOCH
Neurobiologie – Neurobiology

President / Chief Scientific Officer
Allen Institute for Brain Science, 

Seattle – USA
www.alleninstitute.org 

PROF. DR. SIR 
ROGER PENROSE
Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie – Mathematical 
Physics and Cosmology
Mathematical Institute

University of Oxford – UK
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

DR. MATTHIEU RICARD
Buddhistischer Mönch und Autor

Buddhist Monk and Author
Gründer / Founder, Karuna Shechen

http://www.shechen.org

EMPFOHLENE LEKTÜRE

Buch Zu einer neuen Quantenphysik des Bewusstseins – Gespräche an den 
Grenzen der Erkenntnis (2009). Autoren: Roy Ascott (UK), Reinhold Bertlmann (A), 
Ulrike Gabriel (D), Ernst von Glasersfeld (USA), Stuart Hameroff (USA), 
Luis Eduardo Luna (BR), Josef Mitterer (A), Roger Penrose (UK), Otto Rössler (D), 
Peter Weibel (A), Anton Zeilinger (A). 
Herausgeber: Neue Galerie Luzern und René Stettler; 
die 172-seitige Publikation im CD-Format kann per E-Mail gegen Rechnung 
bestellt werden: info@neugalu.ch  
Preis: CHF/EUR 25.00 zuzüglich Versand- und Verpackungsspesen CHF/EUR 6.00.

DR. FRITJOF CAPRA
Physik und Systemtheorie 

Physics and Systems Theory 
Center for ecoliteracy, Berkeley,  

CA – USA 
www.fritjofcapra.net
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Patronat – Patronage
Beat Züsli, Mayor of the City of Lucerne

Reto Wyss, Head of the Department of Education and Culture, Canton of Lucerne
Ruedi Bechtler, Artist, dipl. Ing. ETH, Herrliberg
Hanspeter Fischer, Architect HTL, Ennetbürgen

Christina and Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula and Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Dr. Uli Sigg, Entrepreneur, The Sigg Collection Mauensee, Switzerland 

TOPIC 2018 PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION

DAS RÄTSEL 
DES MENSCHLICHEN 

BEWUSSTSEINS

Das menschliche Gehirn und die Ge-
hirnfunktionen haben sich in mehr als 
fünf Jahrzehnten zu einem globalen, 
massive Fortschritte erzielenden For-
schungsparadigma entwickelt. Neue 
wissenschaftliche Instrumente machen 
es heute möglich die Aktivität von 
Neuronen zu beobachten wenn wir be-
stimmte Gedanken denken. 

Der revolutionäre Einfluss der Neu-
rowissenschaft auf unser Verständnis 
des Gehirns ist ohne Zweifel beeindru-
ckend. Gleichzeitig hat die Neurowis-
senschaft in gleichem Masse aber auch 
auf unsere Sichtweisen in der modernen 
Psychologie, in der Wissenschaftsphi-
losophie sowie in der Philosophie des 
Geistes Einfluss gewonnen, welche – aus 
einem grösseren Blickwinkel betrachtet 
– durch die Dogmen des wissenschaftli-
chen Materialismus auf Irrwege geraten 
sind. Für viele bedeutet Sterben zum 
Beispiel heute nichts weiter als das Ende 
der Gehirnfunktionen. Und gemäss 
dem international anerkannten Philoso-
phen Daniel Dennett ist die Idee eines 
inneren Ichs/Subjekts oder eines kör-
perlosen Reichs des Geistes mit Qualia 
lediglich eine kognitive Illusion. 

Doch ist was kontemplative Buddhis-
ten während den vergangenen 2500 
Jahren erkannt und womit sie sich auch 
erfolgreich auseinandergesetzt haben, 
nämlich die Ontologie des Mentalen 
– eine nicht reduzierbare Erste-Per-
son-Ontologie oder die Subjektivität 
des Bewusstseins – bloss fauler Zauber? 
Und sind die sehr anspruchsvollen Me-
thoden der Aufmerksamkeitsschulung 
und die introspektiven Fähigkeiten, die 
sie entwickelt haben um den Ursprung 
und die Natur des Bewusstseins tief zu 
erforschen, nur Hokuspokus? Was ist 
primär: der Geist oder das Gehirn? 

Dies sind die zentralen Fragen der 12. 
Biennale zu Wissenschaft, Technik und 
Ästhetik. Sie werden in Keynotes und 
in Sessions sowie in einer Podiumsdis-
kussion mit namhaften Referenten aus 
der ganzen Welt debattiert. Ich wün-
sche Ihnen einen geistig erlebnisreichen 
Tag mit vielen anregenden Vorträgen 
und Gesprächen.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Gründer, Schweizer Biennale zu 
Wissenschaft, Technik + Ästhetik

Ort – Location 
Verkehrshaus der Schweiz
Swiss Museum of Transport
Lidostrasse 5, 6006 Luzern
Bus: 6, 8, 24 
Zug / Train:  S3 / Voralpenexpress

Termin – Date
Samstag, 20. Januar 2018 
09.00 – 18.00
Saturday, 20 January 2018 
09.00 – 18.00

Information
www.neugalu.ch 
Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Academic 
Association (NGL – SAA) 
Postfach / P.O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern
Tel. (Büro / Office): +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Simultandolmetschung – 
Simultaneous translation
Conference Consulting OEG, Wien
EN – DE / DE – EN

Audio- und Videoaufnahmen – 
Tape and video recording
Private Audio- und Videoaufnahmen 
sind nicht gestattet. Alle Urheberrechte 
gehören der NGL – SAA 
Private audio- or video recording is not 
allowed. All rights reserved to the NGL 
– SAA

Dokumentation / Technik – 
Documentation / Technical support
scicchimicchi.ch gmbh
Bruno Lori, Ebikon (Audio)
Stefan Gallego, Luzern (Video)
Felix von Wartburg, Luzern (Photos)

Eintrittskarten – Tickets
CHF 150.00 – AHV /
Studierende (ID): CHF 120.00
CHF 150.00 – Senior Citizens /
Students (ID): CHF 120.00
Keine Platzreservation / No seat reservation
Saalöffnung: 08.15 
Admittance to the conference hall: 08.15

Kartenverkauf
über info@neugalu.ch
Bitte geben Sie Ihren Vornamen, Na-
men, Institution, Adresse, Postleitzahl, 
Wohnort, Land, Telefonnummer und 
E-Mail-Adresse an sowie Anzahl und Ka-
tegorie der gewünschten Eintrittskarten. 
Sie erhalten per E-Mail innert 1-2 Tagen 
eine Bestätigung sowie die Rechnung 
(keine automatisierte Antwort). 

Ticket sale
via info@neugalu.ch   
Please, mention your first and last 
name, institution, address, city, coun-
try, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and the number and category of tickets 
you wish to buy. Your registration will 
be confirmed and billed by e-mail wi-
thin 1-2 days (not by an automatically 
generated e-mail).

Catering
Foyer Coronado-Saal – Entrance hall to 
the Coronado Hall
oder / or Restaurant «Mercato» 
(Parterre / Ground floor)

Bücher – Books

Alter Ego, Buchhandlung, Luzern

Unterkunft – Accommodation 

Konferenz-Hotel / Conference Hotel
Hotel zum Rebstock,  St. Leodegarstr. 3 
6006 Luzern
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch 

Spezialangebot – Special offer
Einzelzimmer CHF 150.00 
mit reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Single room CHF 150.00 
with a hearty breakfast

Doppelzimmer CHF 220.00 
mit reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Double room CHF 220.00 
with a hearty breakfast
Bitte erwähnen / Please mention: 
«Schweizer Biennale» / «Swiss Biennial»

Andere Hotels – Other hotels
Für Ihre Reservation zu tagesaktuellen 
Preisen kontaktieren Sie Luzern Touris-
mus via www.luzern.com 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 oder über: 
hotels@luzern.com

For your reservation as well as up-to-
the-minute prices, contact the Lucerne 
Tourist Board at www.luzern.com, Tel: 
+41 (0) 41 227 17 27, or via: 
hotels@luzern.com 

D4 Top Event
Anlässlich eines D4 Top Events spre-
chen im D4 Business Village Lu-
zern am 22. Januar 2018, 17.00, der  
amerikanische Kognitionswissenschaft-
ler Donald D. Hoffman und der brasi-
lianische Physiker und Kosmologe Mar-
celo Gleiser. Simultanübersetzung EN 
– DE. Moderation: René Stettler. Gra-
tiseintritt, beschränkte Platzzahl. Anmel-
dung über events@d4business-village.ch 

On the occasion of a D4 Top Event, the 
American cognitive scientist Donald 
D. Hoffman, and the Brazilian physi-
cist and cosmologist Marcelo Gleiser 
will give talks at the D4 Business Village 
Luzern on 22 January 2018, 17.00. Si-
multaneous translation EN – DE. Mo-
deration: René Stettler. Free admission, 
limited number of seats. Registration 
via events@d4business-village.ch

Bildnachweise – Image credits
© Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Acade-
mic Association (NGL – SAA); Keynote 
speakers, chairpersons / panelists, panel 
discussion leader; Anatomical drawing: 
Charcot’s head © Michel Royon

Gedruckt auf 100% 
rezykliertem Altpapier – 
Printed on 100% recycled waste paper

20. JANUAR 2018  // 20 JANUARY 2018 20. JANUAR 2018  // 20 JANUARY 2018

09.00 – 09.15  Begrüssung – Welcome Address 
Programmüberblick – Programme Presentation  René Stettler

Inaugural Keynote (via Skype from Cambridge, UK)
09.15 – 09.45  MARTIN REES  Kosmologie und Astrophysik  Cambridge – UK
Martin Rees is the Emeritus Professor of Cosmology and Astrophysics at the University of Cam-
bridge, and a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He holds the honorary title of Astronomer 
Royal and also Visiting Professor at Imperial College London and at Leicester University.

CARTE BLANCHE

09.45 – 09.55  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  MARCELO GLEISER
Keynote
09.55 – 10.25  DONALD HOFFMAN  Kognitionswissenschaften  Irvine / CA – USA
Co-Autor (Papers) mit C. Prakash von «Objects of Consciousness» (2014); Co-Autor mit 
M. Singh von «Natural Selection and Shape Perception: Shape as an Effective Code for Fit-
ness» (2013); Autor von «The Construction of Visual Reality» (2011); «Visual Intelligence: 
How We Create What We See» (2000) 
THE CASE AGAINST A PHYSICAL ORIGIN OF CONSCIOUSNESS – ARGUMENTE 
GEGEN EINE PHYSIKALISCHE ENTSTEHUNG DES BEWUSSTSEINS

10.25 – 10.35  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON

10.35 – 11.00  Pause – Break

11.00 – 11.10  Musical Interlude 1: PATRICK DEMENGA, 
ISABELLE VAN KEULEN, DIEMUT POPPEN

Intervention
11.10 – 11.50  MARCELO GLEISER  
Theoretische Physik und Astronomie  Hanover / NH – USA
Autor von «The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout 
and the Meaning of Everything» (2016); «The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science 
and the Search for Meaning» (2014); «A Tear at the Edge of Creation» (2013)
BEING HUMAN IN AN EXPANDING UNIVERSE: 
SCIENCE AND OUR SEARCH FOR MEANING – 
MENSCHSEIN IN EINEM SICH AUSDEHNENDEN UNIVERSUM: 
WISSENSCHAFT UND UNSERE SINNSUCHE
Leitung – Chair  ALAN WALLACE  

CAN CONSCIOUSNESS BE EXPLAINED? – SCIENCE AT THE EDGE
11.50 – 12.30   JOHN HORGAN  
Wissenschaftsjournalist und Buchautor  Hoboken  / NJ – USA
Autor von «The End of War» (2012); «Rational Mysticism» (2003); Co-Author with 
F. Geer von «Where was God on September 11?» (2002); «The Undiscovered Mind» 
(1999); «The End of Science» (1996)
BERNARDO KASTRUP  Philosoph, Computeringenieur, Unternehmer, Buchautor
Autor von «More than Allegory. On Religious Myth, Truth and Belief» (2016); Brief Peeks 
Beyond. Critical Essays on Metaphysics, Neuroscience, Free Will, Skepticism and Culture» 
(2015); «Why Materialism is Baloney» (2014); Rationalist Spirituality» (2011)

12.30 – 13.45  Mittagspause – Lunch Break 

13.45 – 13.55  Musical Interlude 2: PATRICK DEMENGA,
ISABELLE VAN KEULEN, DIEMUT POPPEN

Intervention
13.55 – 14.35  ALAN WALLACE  
Kontemplative Wissenschaften und Buddhismus  Santa Barbara – USA
Übersetzer von «Heart of the Great Perfection: Dudjom Lingpa’s Visions of the Great 
Perfection» (2016); Autor von «Mind in the Balance: Meditation in Science, Bud-
dhism, and Christianity» (2014); Herausgeber von «Buddhism & Science. Breaking 
New Ground» (2003); Autor von «The Taboo of Subjectivity» (2000)
A CONTEMPLATIVE SCIENCE OF CONSCIOUSNESS – 
EINE KONTEMPLATIVE WISSENSCHAFT DES BEWUSSTSEINS
Leitung – Chair  DIEGO HANGARTNER 
Autor von (Paper) «Neuroscience of Compassion; Challenges and Opportunities (2015); 
Herausgeber und Übersetzer des vom XIV. Dalai Lama (Vorwort) autorisierten Buchs «Shan-
tideva – Anleitungen auf dem Weg zur Glückseligkeit. Bodhicaryavatara» (2005)

14.35 – 14.45  Meditation: DIEGO HANGARTNER

Keynote
14.45 – 15.15  JOANNA COOK  Anthropologie  London – UK
Autorin von «Meditation in Modern Buddhism: Renunciation and change in Thai 
monastic life (2010): Co-Herausgeberin von «The State We’re In: Reflecting on De-
mocracy’s Troubles» (2016); «Detachment: Essays on the limits of relational thinking» 
(2015), «Southeast Asian Perspectives on Power (2012)
IF MINDFULNESS IS THE ANSWER: WHAT IS THE QUESTION? –
WENN ACHTSAMKEIT DIE ANTWORT IST: WAS IST FRAGE?

15.15 – 15.25  Discussion
Leitung – Chair  TANYA LUHRMANN (via Skype from Stanford, USA)
Tanya Marie Luhrmann is the Watkins University Professor in the Anthropology Depart-
ment at Stanford University. She has been elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and has been the recipient of a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship. 

15.25 – 15.50  Pause – Break

Keynote
15.50 – 16.20  SUSANA BUSTOS  Psychologie und Amazonischer Shamanismus – 
San Francisco / CA – USA
SONG, CONSCIOUSNESS, AND HEALING IN PERUVIAN 
AMAZONIAN SHAMANISM – GESANG, BEWUSSTSEIN UND HEILUNG 
IM PERUANISCHEN AMAZONISCHEN SCHAMANISMUS
Susana Bustos works as a counselor and independent researcher on entheogenic sha-
manic traditions of the Americas. Her research investigates the use of songs in plant 
healing ceremonies, the effects of plant diets in psychotherapeutic processes, and the 
integration of experiences in expanded states of consciousness in daily life.

16.20 – 16.30  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  TANIA RE
Co-Autorin (Paper) mit J. E. Martins and M. Simões von «Transcultural perspective on conscious-
ness: traditional use of ayahuasca in psychotherapy in the 21st century in western world» (2016)

16.30 – 16.55  Pause – Break
16.55 – 18.00  Podiumsdiskussion – Panel Discussion
CONSCIOUSNESS, SCIENCE, AND THE NATURE OF REALITY
Susana Bustos, Joanna Cook, Marcelo Gleiser, Donald Hoffman, John Horgan, 
Bernardo Kastrup, Martin Rees, Alan Wallace
Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Autor von «Atoms and Eden: Conversations on Religion and Science» (2010)

18.00  Ausblick und Verabschiedung – Outlook and Farewell  René Stettler 
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Legendär war das philosophische 
Streitgespräch zwischen dem bri-
tischen Mathematiker Sir Roger 
Penrose und dem österreichi-
schen Quantenphysiker Anton 
Zeilinger anlässlich des Das Rät-
sel des Bewusstseins, jener denk-
würdigen Biennale, die vor 15 
Jahren auf der Bühne des Luzer-
ner Theaters stattfand. Die näm-
lich damals heiss diskutierte er-
kenntnistheoretische Frage, ob es 
denn eine Welt “dort draussen” – 
eine Welt jenseits der menschli-
chen Beobachtung – gibt, ist bis 
heute unentschieden. So ist auch 
die Frage zur Entstehung und 
dem Wesen von Bewusstsein – 
Bewusstsein von eigenen menta-
len Zuständen – über das viel-
leicht nur Menschen verfügen, 
bis heute eine der faszinierend-
sten und komplexesten Fragen 
an der sich die Wissenschaft die 
Zähne ausbeisst. Diese Frage – 
so mein Vorschlag – kann nur mit 
dem heute verfügbaren Wissen 
aus verschiedenen Forschungs-
disziplinen, die das Leben mit 
seinen ganzheitlichen Dimensio-
nen in den Fokus nehmen, zufrie-
denstellend beantwortet werden. 

Wir leben in einer Zeit in der 
Millionen Menschen an Horos-
kope, Feng Shui, Wahrsagerei 
und Tarot-Karten glauben. Vielen 
dient eine neue Form von “Quan-
ten-Spiritualität”, die ebenfalls 
den heute grassierenden unter-
schiedlichsten Spielarten der 
Esoterik zugerechnet werden 
kann, als Religionsersatz. Die 
Biennale setzt bewusst einen 
Kontrapunkt zum fröhlichen 
Markt der Weltdeutungen und 
dem “schwachen Denken” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16. Mai 2012), 
das mitunter seltsame Blüten 
treibt. Spitzenvertreter der Fach-
gebiete Quantenphysik, Neuro-
wissenschaft, Philosophie, Anth-
ropologie, Systemtheorie, 
Ökologie und Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, 
das sich mit der Wirkung be-
wusstseinserweiternder Sub-
stanzen beschäftigt, sind nach 
Luzern eingeladen. 

Ich wünsche Ihnen einen geistig 
erlebnisreichen Tag mit vielen 
anregenden Vorträgen und Ge-
sprächen.

Dr. René Stettler 
Gründer, Schweizer Biennale zu 
Wissenschaft, Technik + Ästhetik 

 09.00—09.15   Begrüssung – Welcome Address 
Programmüberblick – Programme Presentation  René Stettler
Inaugural Keynote

 09.15—09.45   FRITJOF CAPRA  Physik und Systemtheorie  
Berkeley – USA
Co-Autor (mit Pier Luigi Luisi) von “The Systems View of Life: 
A Unifying Vision” (2014); Autor von “The Science of Leonardo” 
(2007); “Verborgene Zusammenhänge” (2002); “Lebensnetz” (1999);  
“Wendezeit” (1982); “Das Tao der Physik” (1977)
THE SYSTEMS VIEW OF LIFE – A UNIFIED CONCEPTION 
OF MIND, MATTER, AND LIFE
DIE SYSTEMISCHE SICHTWEISE DES LEBENS – EIN EIN-
HEITLICHES KONZEPT VON GEIST, MATERIE UND LEBEN

 09.45—09.55   Diskussion – Discussion 
Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Keynote

 09.55—10.25   ERNST PETER FISCHER  
Wissenschaftsgeschichte  Heidelberg 
Autor von (u.a.) “Wie der Mensch seine Welt neu erschaffen hat” 
(2013); “Warum Spinat nur Popeye stark macht. Mythen und Legen-
den in der modernen Wissenschaft” (2011); Die Hintertreppe zum 
Quantensprung. Die Erforschung der kleinsten Teilchen der Natur 
von Max Planck bis Anton Zeilinger” (2010)
WARUM DAS GEHEIMNIS DES GEHIRNS 
UNERGRÜNDLICH BLEIBT – WHY THE SECRET OF THE 
BRAIN REMAINS UNFATHOMABLE

 10.25—10.35   Diskussion – Discussion
Leitung – Chair  WALTRAUT LIEBL-KOPITZKI

 10.35—11.00   Pause – Break

INTERVENTION
 11.00—11.45   ROGER PENROSE  Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie  Oxford – UK
Autor von “Cycles of Time” (2010); “The Road to Reality” (2005); 
“The Large, the Small and the Human Mind” (1997); “Shadows of the 
Mind” (1994)
CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE LAWS OF PHYSICS – 
BEWUSSTSEIN UND DIE GESETZE DER PHYSIK
Leitung – Chair  STUART HAMEROFF

Keynote
 11.45—12.15   LUIS EDUARDO LUNA  

Bewusstseinsforschung  Florianópolis – BR
Autor (zusammen mit Ede Frecska, Rick Strassman, Slawek Wojto-
wicz) von “Inner Paths to Outer Space: Journeys to Alien Worlds 
through Psychedelics and Other Spiritual Technologies” (2008); 
Author of  “Vegetalismo, Shamanism among the Mestizo Population 
of the Peruvian Amazon” (1986)
ON THE RELEVANCE OF SACRED AMERINDIAN PLANTS 
IN THE STUDY OF CONSCIOUSNESS – ÜBER DIE BEDEU-
TUNG DER HEILIGEN INDIANISCHEN PFLANZEN IN DER 
BEWUSSTSEINSFORSCHUNG

 12.15—12.25   Diskussion – Discussion
Leitung – Chair  FRIEDERIKE MECKEL

 12.25—13.45   Mittagspause – Lunch Break 

INTERVENTION
 13.45—14.30   THUPTEN JINPA

ist seit fast drei Jahrzehnten der englische Übersetzer des XIV. Dalai 
Lama. Er übersetzte und gab viele Bücher des Dalai Lama heraus u.a. 
den New York Times Bestseller “Ethics for the New Millennium” 
(1999). Er ist Autor von “A Fearless Heart: How the Courage to be 
Compassionate can Transform our Lives” (2015) and “Self, Reality 
and Reason in Tibetan Philosophy” (2002) 
CARTE BLANCHE
Leitung – Chair  MATTHIEU RICARD 

Keynote
 14.30—15.15   MATTHIEU RICARD

Matthieu Ricard ist ein buddhistischer Mönch und Co-Autor (mit 
Jean-François Revel) von “The Monk and the Philosopher” (1998)
CONSCIOUSNESS AS A PRIMARY FACT – AN EXPERIENTIAL 
APPROACH – BEWUSSTSEIN ALS ELEMENTARE GEGEBEN-
HEIT – EIN ZUGANG, DER AUF ERFAHRUNG BERUHT
Leitung – Chair  DIEGO HANGARTNER
Diego Hangartner ist Herausgeber und Übersetzer des vom XIV. Dalai 
Lama (Vorwort) autorisierten Buchs “Shantideva – Anleitungen auf 
dem Weg zur Glückseligkeit. Bodhicaryavatara” (2005)

 15.15—15.40   Pause – Break
Keynote (via Skype)

 15.40 - 16.10    CHRISTOF KOCH  Neurobiologie  Seattle – 
USA . Autor von “Consciousness – Confessions of a Romantic Re-
ductionist” (2012); “The Quest for Consciousness: A Neurobiological 
Approach – Bewusstsein: Ein neurobiologisches Rätsel” (2004); 
“Biophysics of Computation” (1999)
CONSCIOUSNESS AS INTEGRATED INFORMATION – 
BEWUSSTSEIN ALS INTEGRIERTE INFORMATION 

 16.10—16.20    Diskussion – Discussion (via Skype)
Leitung – Chair  HEATHER BERLIN

 16.20—16.45    Pause – Break

 16.45—17.45    PODIUMSGESPRÄCH UND 
DISKUSSION – PANEL DISCUSSION
SPACE, TIME, AND CONSCIOUSNESS: IS THERE A REALITY 
BEYOND HUMAN EXPERIENCE? – RAUM, ZEIT UND BE-
WUSSTSEIN: GIBT ES EINE REALITÄT JENSEITS DER 
MENSCHLICHEN ERFAHRUNG?
Fritjof Capra, Ernst Peter Fischer, Stuart Hameroff, Thupten Jinpa, 
Christof Koch, Luis Eduardo Luna, Roger Penrose, Matthieu Ricard

Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Autor von “Atoms and Eden: 
Conversations on Religion and Science” (2010)

 17.45    Ausblick und Verabschiedung – 
Outlook and Farewell  René Stettler

DAS RÄTSEL 
DES MENSCHLICHEN 

BEWUSSTSEINS

TOPIC 2016 PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION

PATRONAT – PATRONAGE

Stefan Roth, Mayor of the City of Lucerne
Reto Wyss, Head of the Department of Education 

and Culture, Canton of Lucerne
Hanspeter Fischer, Architect HTL, Ennetbürgen

Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Dr. Uli Sigg, Entrepreneur, 
The Sigg Collection Mauensee, Switzerland

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016  16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016

ORT – LOCATION
Verkehrshaus der Schweiz / Swiss 
Museum of Transport, Lidostrasse 5, 
6006 Luzern, Switzerland
Bus: No. 6, 8, 24 “Verkehrshaus / 
Museum of Transport”
Zug – Train:  S3 / Voralpenexpress 
“Verkehrshaus / Museum of Transport”

TERMIN – DATE
Samstag, 16. Januar 2016, 09.00–17.30
Saturday, January 16, 2016, 09.00–17.30
Saalöffnung 08.15 Uhr – Admittance to 
the conference hall 08.15 AM
INFORMATION
Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Academic 
Association (NGL – SAA) 
Postfach / P.´O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, 
Switzerland, www.neugalu.ch 
Tel. (Office): +41 (0) 41 370 38 18
Mobile: +41 (0) 78 853 56 76
SIMULTANDOLMETSCHUNG – 
SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION
Englisch-Deutsch 
und Deutsch-Englisch
English-German and German-English
AUDIO- UND VIDEOAUFNAHMEN 
– TAPE AND VIDEO RECORDING
Private Audio- und Videoaufnahmen 
sind nicht gestattet. 
Sämtliche Urheberrechte gehören der 
Neuen Galerie Luzern.
Private audio- or video recording is not 
allowed. All rights are reserved to the 
Neue Galerie Luzern. 

DOKUMENTATION UND 
TECHNIK – DOCUMENTATION 
AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT
arteaudio, Bruno Lori, Aeugst a.A.

 
Stefan Gallego, Luzern (Video)
Felix von Wartburg (Photos) 
felisuiza@fotoakademie.ch 
EINTRITTSKARTEN – TICKETS
CHF 120.00  
Stud. / AHV: Concessions (ID) 
CHF 90.00
Keine Platzreservation – 
No seat reservation
ANMELDUNG – REGISTRATION
Per E-Mail an: info@neugalu.ch
Bitte geben Sie Ihren Vornamen und 
Namen, Institution, Adresse, Postleit-
zahl und Wohnort, Land, Telefonnum-
mer und E-Mail-Adresse an sowie die 
Anzahl und Kategorie der gewünschten 
Eintrittskarten. Die Anmeldung wird 
per E-Mail bestätigt und Sie erhalten 
eine Rechnung. 
By e-mail to: info@neugalu.ch    
Please, mention your first and last 
name, institution, address, city, count-
ry, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and the number and category of tickets 
that you wish to buy. The registration 
will be confirmed and billed by e-mail.
CATERING
Foyer Coronado-Saal – Entrance to 
Coronado Hall
Restaurant Verkehrshaus der Schweiz – 
Restaurant Swiss Museum of Transport
BÜCHER – BOOKS

Alter Ego, Buchhandlung, Luzern
Coronado-Saal – Coronado Hall
BILDNACHWEISE – 
IMAGE CREDITS
© Neue Galerie Luzern / Keynote spea-
kers, Chairpersons, Panelists, Panel 
discussion leader; Roger Penrose, 
Courtesy: Robert Harris, London; Ro-
bert Fludd: Utriusque cosmi maioris 
scilicet et minoris […] historia, tomus II 
(1619), tractatus I, sectio I, liber X, De 
trip lici animae in corpore visione
Gedruckt auf 100% rezykliertem 
Altpapier – 
Printed on 100% recycled waste paper
 

UNTERKUNFT – 
ACCOMODATION
Hotel zum Rebstock (Biennale-
Hotel) www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
St. Leodegarstr. 3, CH-6006 Luzern 
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
E-Mail: hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch 
Spezialangebot
Einzelzimmer CHF 150.00 mit 
reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Doppelzimmer CHF 240.00 mit 
reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Reservation “Schweizer Biennale”
Hotel zum Rebstock (Biennial Hotel) 
www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
St. Leodegarstr. 3, CH-6006 Lucerne 
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
E-Mail: hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch
Special offer
Single room CHF 150.00 with 
a hearty breakfast
Double room CHF 240.00 with 
a hearty breakfast
Reservation “Swiss Biennial”
ANDERE HOTELS – 
OTHER HOTELS
Für Ihre Hotelreservation zu tagesak-
tuellen Preisen kontaktieren Sie bitte 
Luzern Tourismus. 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 
E-Mail: hotels@luzern.com oder bu-
chen Sie online auf der Internetseite 
www.luzern.com
For your hotel reservation as well as 
up-to-the-minute prices please contact 
the Lucerne Tourist Board. 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 
E-Mail: hotels@luzern.com 
 or book online via www.luzern.com

SPEZIELLE ANLÄSSE – 
SPECIAL EVENTS

Sonntag, 17. Januar, 2016, 
11.00 – 12.00 Uhr 
Museum Sammlung Rosengart, 
Luzern (Picasso, Klee und 
21  weitere Künstler)
Pilatusstrasse 10, 6003 Luzern
Führung in Deutsch oder Englisch 
für Biennale-Teilnehmer
Preis: CHF 25.00 
(inkl. Museumseintritt)
Anmeldung per E-Mail: 
info@neugalu.ch. Sie  erhalten Bestä-
tigung und Rechnung per E-Mail. 

Sunday, January 17, 2016, 
11 – 12 AM
Museum Sammlung Rosengart, 
Luzern (Picasso, Klee und 21 further 
artists)
Pilatusstrasse 10, 6003 Luzern
Guided tour in German or English for 
the participants of the Biennial
Admission: CHF 25.00
(incl. ticket to the Museum)
Registration by e-mail: 
info@neugalu.ch. Your registration 
will be confirmed and billed by e-mail.

D4 TOP EVENT
Am 18. Januar 2016, 17.30 Uhr, 
spricht Thupten Jinpa, der langjäh-
rige persönliche englische Überset-
zer des Dalai Lama im D4 Business 
Village Luzern über das Thema seines 
neuen Buches A Fearless Heart: How 
the Courage to be Compassionate can 
Transform our Lives (2015). 
Der Vortrag wird simultan von 
Englisch auf Deutsch übersetzt. 
Moderation: Diego Hangartner. 
Anmeldung (Gratiseintritt, 
beschränkte Platzzahl): 
events@d4business-village.ch. 

   
    » »
On January 18, 2016, 5.30 PM, Thup-
ten Jinpa, the Dalai Lama’s long-
time personal English interpreter, 
will give a public talk in the D4 Busi-
ness Village Lucerne o n the topic of 
his new book A Fearless Heart: How 
the Courage to be Compassionate can 
Transform our Lives (2015). The talk 
will be given in English and translated 
simultaneously into German. Modera-
tion: Diego Hangartner. 
Registration (Free admission – 
limited number of seats): 
events@d4business-village.ch
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Patronat – Patronage
Beat Züsli, Mayor of the City of Lucerne

Reto Wyss, Head of the Department of Education and Culture, Canton of Lucerne
Ruedi Bechtler, Artist, dipl. Ing. ETH, Herrliberg
Hanspeter Fischer, Architect HTL, Ennetbürgen

Christina and Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula and Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Dr. Uli Sigg, Entrepreneur, The Sigg Collection Mauensee, Switzerland 

TOPIC 2018 PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION

DAS RÄTSEL 
DES MENSCHLICHEN 

BEWUSSTSEINS

Das menschliche Gehirn und die Ge-
hirnfunktionen haben sich in mehr als 
fünf Jahrzehnten zu einem globalen, 
massive Fortschritte erzielenden For-
schungsparadigma entwickelt. Neue 
wissenschaftliche Instrumente machen 
es heute möglich die Aktivität von 
Neuronen zu beobachten wenn wir be-
stimmte Gedanken denken. 

Der revolutionäre Einfluss der Neu-
rowissenschaft auf unser Verständnis 
des Gehirns ist ohne Zweifel beeindru-
ckend. Gleichzeitig hat die Neurowis-
senschaft in gleichem Masse aber auch 
auf unsere Sichtweisen in der modernen 
Psychologie, in der Wissenschaftsphi-
losophie sowie in der Philosophie des 
Geistes Einfluss gewonnen, welche – aus 
einem grösseren Blickwinkel betrachtet 
– durch die Dogmen des wissenschaftli-
chen Materialismus auf Irrwege geraten 
sind. Für viele bedeutet Sterben zum 
Beispiel heute nichts weiter als das Ende 
der Gehirnfunktionen. Und gemäss 
dem international anerkannten Philoso-
phen Daniel Dennett ist die Idee eines 
inneren Ichs/Subjekts oder eines kör-
perlosen Reichs des Geistes mit Qualia 
lediglich eine kognitive Illusion. 

Doch ist was kontemplative Buddhis-
ten während den vergangenen 2500 
Jahren erkannt und womit sie sich auch 
erfolgreich auseinandergesetzt haben, 
nämlich die Ontologie des Mentalen 
– eine nicht reduzierbare Erste-Per-
son-Ontologie oder die Subjektivität 
des Bewusstseins – bloss fauler Zauber? 
Und sind die sehr anspruchsvollen Me-
thoden der Aufmerksamkeitsschulung 
und die introspektiven Fähigkeiten, die 
sie entwickelt haben um den Ursprung 
und die Natur des Bewusstseins tief zu 
erforschen, nur Hokuspokus? Was ist 
primär: der Geist oder das Gehirn? 

Dies sind die zentralen Fragen der 12. 
Biennale zu Wissenschaft, Technik und 
Ästhetik. Sie werden in Keynotes und 
in Sessions sowie in einer Podiumsdis-
kussion mit namhaften Referenten aus 
der ganzen Welt debattiert. Ich wün-
sche Ihnen einen geistig erlebnisreichen 
Tag mit vielen anregenden Vorträgen 
und Gesprächen.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Gründer, Schweizer Biennale zu 
Wissenschaft, Technik + Ästhetik

Ort – Location 
Verkehrshaus der Schweiz
Swiss Museum of Transport
Lidostrasse 5, 6006 Luzern
Bus: 6, 8, 24 
Zug / Train:  S3 / Voralpenexpress

Termin – Date
Samstag, 20. Januar 2018 
09.00 – 18.00
Saturday, 20 January 2018 
09.00 – 18.00

Information
www.neugalu.ch 
Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Academic 
Association (NGL – SAA) 
Postfach / P.O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern
Tel. (Büro / Office): +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Simultandolmetschung – 
Simultaneous translation
Conference Consulting OEG, Wien
EN – DE / DE – EN

Audio- und Videoaufnahmen – 
Tape and video recording
Private Audio- und Videoaufnahmen 
sind nicht gestattet. Alle Urheberrechte 
gehören der NGL – SAA 
Private audio- or video recording is not 
allowed. All rights reserved to the NGL 
– SAA

Dokumentation / Technik – 
Documentation / Technical support
scicchimicchi.ch gmbh
Bruno Lori, Ebikon (Audio)
Stefan Gallego, Luzern (Video)
Felix von Wartburg, Luzern (Photos)

Eintrittskarten – Tickets
CHF 150.00 – AHV /
Studierende (ID): CHF 120.00
CHF 150.00 – Senior Citizens /
Students (ID): CHF 120.00
Keine Platzreservation / No seat reservation
Saalöffnung: 08.15 
Admittance to the conference hall: 08.15

Kartenverkauf
über info@neugalu.ch
Bitte geben Sie Ihren Vornamen, Na-
men, Institution, Adresse, Postleitzahl, 
Wohnort, Land, Telefonnummer und 
E-Mail-Adresse an sowie Anzahl und Ka-
tegorie der gewünschten Eintrittskarten. 
Sie erhalten per E-Mail innert 1-2 Tagen 
eine Bestätigung sowie die Rechnung 
(keine automatisierte Antwort). 

Ticket sale
via info@neugalu.ch   
Please, mention your first and last 
name, institution, address, city, coun-
try, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and the number and category of tickets 
you wish to buy. Your registration will 
be confirmed and billed by e-mail wi-
thin 1-2 days (not by an automatically 
generated e-mail).

Catering
Foyer Coronado-Saal – Entrance hall to 
the Coronado Hall
oder / or Restaurant «Mercato» 
(Parterre / Ground floor)

Bücher – Books

Alter Ego, Buchhandlung, Luzern

Unterkunft – Accommodation 

Konferenz-Hotel / Conference Hotel
Hotel zum Rebstock,  St. Leodegarstr. 3 
6006 Luzern
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch 

Spezialangebot – Special offer
Einzelzimmer CHF 150.00 
mit reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Single room CHF 150.00 
with a hearty breakfast

Doppelzimmer CHF 220.00 
mit reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Double room CHF 220.00 
with a hearty breakfast
Bitte erwähnen / Please mention: 
«Schweizer Biennale» / «Swiss Biennial»

Andere Hotels – Other hotels
Für Ihre Reservation zu tagesaktuellen 
Preisen kontaktieren Sie Luzern Touris-
mus via www.luzern.com 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 oder über: 
hotels@luzern.com

For your reservation as well as up-to-
the-minute prices, contact the Lucerne 
Tourist Board at www.luzern.com, Tel: 
+41 (0) 41 227 17 27, or via: 
hotels@luzern.com 

D4 Top Event
Anlässlich eines D4 Top Events spre-
chen im D4 Business Village Lu-
zern am 22. Januar 2018, 17.00, der  
amerikanische Kognitionswissenschaft-
ler Donald D. Hoffman und der brasi-
lianische Physiker und Kosmologe Mar-
celo Gleiser. Simultanübersetzung EN 
– DE. Moderation: René Stettler. Gra-
tiseintritt, beschränkte Platzzahl. Anmel-
dung über events@d4business-village.ch 

On the occasion of a D4 Top Event, the 
American cognitive scientist Donald 
D. Hoffman, and the Brazilian physi-
cist and cosmologist Marcelo Gleiser 
will give talks at the D4 Business Village 
Luzern on 22 January 2018, 17.00. Si-
multaneous translation EN – DE. Mo-
deration: René Stettler. Free admission, 
limited number of seats. Registration 
via events@d4business-village.ch

Bildnachweise – Image credits
© Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Acade-
mic Association (NGL – SAA); Keynote 
speakers, chairpersons / panelists, panel 
discussion leader; Anatomical drawing: 
Charcot’s head © Michel Royon

Gedruckt auf 100% 
rezykliertem Altpapier – 
Printed on 100% recycled waste paper

20. JANUAR 2018  // 20 JANUARY 2018 20. JANUAR 2018  // 20 JANUARY 2018

09.00 – 09.15  Begrüssung – Welcome Address 
Programmüberblick – Programme Presentation  René Stettler

Inaugural Keynote (via Skype from Cambridge, UK)
09.15 – 09.45  MARTIN REES  Kosmologie und Astrophysik  Cambridge – UK
Martin Rees is the Emeritus Professor of Cosmology and Astrophysics at the University of Cam-
bridge, and a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He holds the honorary title of Astronomer 
Royal and also Visiting Professor at Imperial College London and at Leicester University.

CARTE BLANCHE

09.45 – 09.55  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  MARCELO GLEISER
Keynote
09.55 – 10.25  DONALD HOFFMAN  Kognitionswissenschaften  Irvine / CA – USA
Co-Autor (Papers) mit C. Prakash von «Objects of Consciousness» (2014); Co-Autor mit 
M. Singh von «Natural Selection and Shape Perception: Shape as an Effective Code for Fit-
ness» (2013); Autor von «The Construction of Visual Reality» (2011); «Visual Intelligence: 
How We Create What We See» (2000) 
THE CASE AGAINST A PHYSICAL ORIGIN OF CONSCIOUSNESS – ARGUMENTE 
GEGEN EINE PHYSIKALISCHE ENTSTEHUNG DES BEWUSSTSEINS

10.25 – 10.35  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON

10.35 – 11.00  Pause – Break

11.00 – 11.10  Musical Interlude 1: PATRICK DEMENGA, 
ISABELLE VAN KEULEN, DIEMUT POPPEN

Intervention
11.10 – 11.50  MARCELO GLEISER  
Theoretische Physik und Astronomie  Hanover / NH – USA
Autor von «The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout 
and the Meaning of Everything» (2016); «The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science 
and the Search for Meaning» (2014); «A Tear at the Edge of Creation» (2013)
BEING HUMAN IN AN EXPANDING UNIVERSE: 
SCIENCE AND OUR SEARCH FOR MEANING – 
MENSCHSEIN IN EINEM SICH AUSDEHNENDEN UNIVERSUM: 
WISSENSCHAFT UND UNSERE SINNSUCHE
Leitung – Chair  ALAN WALLACE  

CAN CONSCIOUSNESS BE EXPLAINED? – SCIENCE AT THE EDGE
11.50 – 12.30   JOHN HORGAN  
Wissenschaftsjournalist und Buchautor  Hoboken  / NJ – USA
Autor von «The End of War» (2012); «Rational Mysticism» (2003); Co-Author with 
F. Geer von «Where was God on September 11?» (2002); «The Undiscovered Mind» 
(1999); «The End of Science» (1996)
BERNARDO KASTRUP  Philosoph, Computeringenieur, Unternehmer, Buchautor
Autor von «More than Allegory. On Religious Myth, Truth and Belief» (2016); Brief Peeks 
Beyond. Critical Essays on Metaphysics, Neuroscience, Free Will, Skepticism and Culture» 
(2015); «Why Materialism is Baloney» (2014); Rationalist Spirituality» (2011)

12.30 – 13.45  Mittagspause – Lunch Break 

13.45 – 13.55  Musical Interlude 2: PATRICK DEMENGA,
ISABELLE VAN KEULEN, DIEMUT POPPEN

Intervention
13.55 – 14.35  ALAN WALLACE  
Kontemplative Wissenschaften und Buddhismus  Santa Barbara – USA
Übersetzer von «Heart of the Great Perfection: Dudjom Lingpa’s Visions of the Great 
Perfection» (2016); Autor von «Mind in the Balance: Meditation in Science, Bud-
dhism, and Christianity» (2014); Herausgeber von «Buddhism & Science. Breaking 
New Ground» (2003); Autor von «The Taboo of Subjectivity» (2000)
A CONTEMPLATIVE SCIENCE OF CONSCIOUSNESS – 
EINE KONTEMPLATIVE WISSENSCHAFT DES BEWUSSTSEINS
Leitung – Chair  DIEGO HANGARTNER 
Autor von (Paper) «Neuroscience of Compassion; Challenges and Opportunities (2015); 
Herausgeber und Übersetzer des vom XIV. Dalai Lama (Vorwort) autorisierten Buchs «Shan-
tideva – Anleitungen auf dem Weg zur Glückseligkeit. Bodhicaryavatara» (2005)

14.35 – 14.45  Meditation: DIEGO HANGARTNER

Keynote
14.45 – 15.15  JOANNA COOK  Anthropologie  London – UK
Autorin von «Meditation in Modern Buddhism: Renunciation and change in Thai 
monastic life (2010): Co-Herausgeberin von «The State We’re In: Reflecting on De-
mocracy’s Troubles» (2016); «Detachment: Essays on the limits of relational thinking» 
(2015), «Southeast Asian Perspectives on Power (2012)
IF MINDFULNESS IS THE ANSWER: WHAT IS THE QUESTION? –
WENN ACHTSAMKEIT DIE ANTWORT IST: WAS IST FRAGE?

15.15 – 15.25  Discussion
Leitung – Chair  TANYA LUHRMANN (via Skype from Stanford, USA)
Tanya Marie Luhrmann is the Watkins University Professor in the Anthropology Depart-
ment at Stanford University. She has been elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and has been the recipient of a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship. 

15.25 – 15.50  Pause – Break

Keynote
15.50 – 16.20  SUSANA BUSTOS  Psychologie und Amazonischer Shamanismus – 
San Francisco / CA – USA
SONG, CONSCIOUSNESS, AND HEALING IN PERUVIAN 
AMAZONIAN SHAMANISM – GESANG, BEWUSSTSEIN UND HEILUNG 
IM PERUANISCHEN AMAZONISCHEN SCHAMANISMUS
Susana Bustos works as a counselor and independent researcher on entheogenic sha-
manic traditions of the Americas. Her research investigates the use of songs in plant 
healing ceremonies, the effects of plant diets in psychotherapeutic processes, and the 
integration of experiences in expanded states of consciousness in daily life.

16.20 – 16.30  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  TANIA RE
Co-Autorin (Paper) mit J. E. Martins and M. Simões von «Transcultural perspective on conscious-
ness: traditional use of ayahuasca in psychotherapy in the 21st century in western world» (2016)

16.30 – 16.55  Pause – Break
16.55 – 18.00  Podiumsdiskussion – Panel Discussion
CONSCIOUSNESS, SCIENCE, AND THE NATURE OF REALITY
Susana Bustos, Joanna Cook, Marcelo Gleiser, Donald Hoffman, John Horgan, 
Bernardo Kastrup, Martin Rees, Alan Wallace
Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Autor von «Atoms and Eden: Conversations on Religion and Science» (2010)

18.00  Ausblick und Verabschiedung – Outlook and Farewell  René Stettler 
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Legendär war das philosophische 
Streitgespräch zwischen dem bri-
tischen Mathematiker Sir Roger 
Penrose und dem österreichi-
schen Quantenphysiker Anton 
Zeilinger anlässlich des Das Rät-
sel des Bewusstseins, jener denk-
würdigen Biennale, die vor 15 
Jahren auf der Bühne des Luzer-
ner Theaters stattfand. Die näm-
lich damals heiss diskutierte er-
kenntnistheoretische Frage, ob es 
denn eine Welt “dort draussen” – 
eine Welt jenseits der menschli-
chen Beobachtung – gibt, ist bis 
heute unentschieden. So ist auch 
die Frage zur Entstehung und 
dem Wesen von Bewusstsein – 
Bewusstsein von eigenen menta-
len Zuständen – über das viel-
leicht nur Menschen verfügen, 
bis heute eine der faszinierend-
sten und komplexesten Fragen 
an der sich die Wissenschaft die 
Zähne ausbeisst. Diese Frage – 
so mein Vorschlag – kann nur mit 
dem heute verfügbaren Wissen 
aus verschiedenen Forschungs-
disziplinen, die das Leben mit 
seinen ganzheitlichen Dimensio-
nen in den Fokus nehmen, zufrie-
denstellend beantwortet werden. 

Wir leben in einer Zeit in der 
Millionen Menschen an Horos-
kope, Feng Shui, Wahrsagerei 
und Tarot-Karten glauben. Vielen 
dient eine neue Form von “Quan-
ten-Spiritualität”, die ebenfalls 
den heute grassierenden unter-
schiedlichsten Spielarten der 
Esoterik zugerechnet werden 
kann, als Religionsersatz. Die 
Biennale setzt bewusst einen 
Kontrapunkt zum fröhlichen 
Markt der Weltdeutungen und 
dem “schwachen Denken” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16. Mai 2012), 
das mitunter seltsame Blüten 
treibt. Spitzenvertreter der Fach-
gebiete Quantenphysik, Neuro-
wissenschaft, Philosophie, Anth-
ropologie, Systemtheorie, 
Ökologie und Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, 
das sich mit der Wirkung be-
wusstseinserweiternder Sub-
stanzen beschäftigt, sind nach 
Luzern eingeladen. 

Ich wünsche Ihnen einen geistig 
erlebnisreichen Tag mit vielen 
anregenden Vorträgen und Ge-
sprächen.

Dr. René Stettler 
Gründer, Schweizer Biennale zu 
Wissenschaft, Technik + Ästhetik 

 09.00—09.15   Begrüssung – Welcome Address 
Programmüberblick – Programme Presentation  René Stettler
Inaugural Keynote

 09.15—09.45   FRITJOF CAPRA  Physik und Systemtheorie  
Berkeley – USA
Co-Autor (mit Pier Luigi Luisi) von “The Systems View of Life: 
A Unifying Vision” (2014); Autor von “The Science of Leonardo” 
(2007); “Verborgene Zusammenhänge” (2002); “Lebensnetz” (1999);  
“Wendezeit” (1982); “Das Tao der Physik” (1977)
THE SYSTEMS VIEW OF LIFE – A UNIFIED CONCEPTION 
OF MIND, MATTER, AND LIFE
DIE SYSTEMISCHE SICHTWEISE DES LEBENS – EIN EIN-
HEITLICHES KONZEPT VON GEIST, MATERIE UND LEBEN

 09.45—09.55   Diskussion – Discussion 
Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Keynote

 09.55—10.25   ERNST PETER FISCHER  
Wissenschaftsgeschichte  Heidelberg 
Autor von (u.a.) “Wie der Mensch seine Welt neu erschaffen hat” 
(2013); “Warum Spinat nur Popeye stark macht. Mythen und Legen-
den in der modernen Wissenschaft” (2011); Die Hintertreppe zum 
Quantensprung. Die Erforschung der kleinsten Teilchen der Natur 
von Max Planck bis Anton Zeilinger” (2010)
WARUM DAS GEHEIMNIS DES GEHIRNS 
UNERGRÜNDLICH BLEIBT – WHY THE SECRET OF THE 
BRAIN REMAINS UNFATHOMABLE

 10.25—10.35   Diskussion – Discussion
Leitung – Chair  WALTRAUT LIEBL-KOPITZKI

 10.35—11.00   Pause – Break

INTERVENTION
 11.00—11.45   ROGER PENROSE  Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie  Oxford – UK
Autor von “Cycles of Time” (2010); “The Road to Reality” (2005); 
“The Large, the Small and the Human Mind” (1997); “Shadows of the 
Mind” (1994)
CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE LAWS OF PHYSICS – 
BEWUSSTSEIN UND DIE GESETZE DER PHYSIK
Leitung – Chair  STUART HAMEROFF

Keynote
 11.45—12.15   LUIS EDUARDO LUNA  

Bewusstseinsforschung  Florianópolis – BR
Autor (zusammen mit Ede Frecska, Rick Strassman, Slawek Wojto-
wicz) von “Inner Paths to Outer Space: Journeys to Alien Worlds 
through Psychedelics and Other Spiritual Technologies” (2008); 
Author of  “Vegetalismo, Shamanism among the Mestizo Population 
of the Peruvian Amazon” (1986)
ON THE RELEVANCE OF SACRED AMERINDIAN PLANTS 
IN THE STUDY OF CONSCIOUSNESS – ÜBER DIE BEDEU-
TUNG DER HEILIGEN INDIANISCHEN PFLANZEN IN DER 
BEWUSSTSEINSFORSCHUNG

 12.15—12.25   Diskussion – Discussion
Leitung – Chair  FRIEDERIKE MECKEL

 12.25—13.45   Mittagspause – Lunch Break 

INTERVENTION
 13.45—14.30   THUPTEN JINPA

ist seit fast drei Jahrzehnten der englische Übersetzer des XIV. Dalai 
Lama. Er übersetzte und gab viele Bücher des Dalai Lama heraus u.a. 
den New York Times Bestseller “Ethics for the New Millennium” 
(1999). Er ist Autor von “A Fearless Heart: How the Courage to be 
Compassionate can Transform our Lives” (2015) and “Self, Reality 
and Reason in Tibetan Philosophy” (2002) 
CARTE BLANCHE
Leitung – Chair  MATTHIEU RICARD 

Keynote
 14.30—15.15   MATTHIEU RICARD

Matthieu Ricard ist ein buddhistischer Mönch und Co-Autor (mit 
Jean-François Revel) von “The Monk and the Philosopher” (1998)
CONSCIOUSNESS AS A PRIMARY FACT – AN EXPERIENTIAL 
APPROACH – BEWUSSTSEIN ALS ELEMENTARE GEGEBEN-
HEIT – EIN ZUGANG, DER AUF ERFAHRUNG BERUHT
Leitung – Chair  DIEGO HANGARTNER
Diego Hangartner ist Herausgeber und Übersetzer des vom XIV. Dalai 
Lama (Vorwort) autorisierten Buchs “Shantideva – Anleitungen auf 
dem Weg zur Glückseligkeit. Bodhicaryavatara” (2005)

 15.15—15.40   Pause – Break
Keynote (via Skype)

 15.40 - 16.10    CHRISTOF KOCH  Neurobiologie  Seattle – 
USA . Autor von “Consciousness – Confessions of a Romantic Re-
ductionist” (2012); “The Quest for Consciousness: A Neurobiological 
Approach – Bewusstsein: Ein neurobiologisches Rätsel” (2004); 
“Biophysics of Computation” (1999)
CONSCIOUSNESS AS INTEGRATED INFORMATION – 
BEWUSSTSEIN ALS INTEGRIERTE INFORMATION 

 16.10—16.20    Diskussion – Discussion (via Skype)
Leitung – Chair  HEATHER BERLIN

 16.20—16.45    Pause – Break

 16.45—17.45    PODIUMSGESPRÄCH UND 
DISKUSSION – PANEL DISCUSSION
SPACE, TIME, AND CONSCIOUSNESS: IS THERE A REALITY 
BEYOND HUMAN EXPERIENCE? – RAUM, ZEIT UND BE-
WUSSTSEIN: GIBT ES EINE REALITÄT JENSEITS DER 
MENSCHLICHEN ERFAHRUNG?
Fritjof Capra, Ernst Peter Fischer, Stuart Hameroff, Thupten Jinpa, 
Christof Koch, Luis Eduardo Luna, Roger Penrose, Matthieu Ricard

Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Autor von “Atoms and Eden: 
Conversations on Religion and Science” (2010)

 17.45    Ausblick und Verabschiedung – 
Outlook and Farewell  René Stettler

DAS RÄTSEL 
DES MENSCHLICHEN 

BEWUSSTSEINS

TOPIC 2016 PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION

PATRONAT – PATRONAGE

Stefan Roth, Mayor of the City of Lucerne
Reto Wyss, Head of the Department of Education 

and Culture, Canton of Lucerne
Hanspeter Fischer, Architect HTL, Ennetbürgen

Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Dr. Uli Sigg, Entrepreneur, 
The Sigg Collection Mauensee, Switzerland

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016  16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016

ORT – LOCATION
Verkehrshaus der Schweiz / Swiss 
Museum of Transport, Lidostrasse 5, 
6006 Luzern, Switzerland
Bus: No. 6, 8, 24 “Verkehrshaus / 
Museum of Transport”
Zug – Train:  S3 / Voralpenexpress 
“Verkehrshaus / Museum of Transport”

TERMIN – DATE
Samstag, 16. Januar 2016, 09.00–17.30
Saturday, January 16, 2016, 09.00–17.30
Saalöffnung 08.15 Uhr – Admittance to 
the conference hall 08.15 AM
INFORMATION
Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Academic 
Association (NGL – SAA) 
Postfach / P.´O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, 
Switzerland, www.neugalu.ch 
Tel. (Office): +41 (0) 41 370 38 18
Mobile: +41 (0) 78 853 56 76
SIMULTANDOLMETSCHUNG – 
SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION
Englisch-Deutsch 
und Deutsch-Englisch
English-German and German-English
AUDIO- UND VIDEOAUFNAHMEN 
– TAPE AND VIDEO RECORDING
Private Audio- und Videoaufnahmen 
sind nicht gestattet. 
Sämtliche Urheberrechte gehören der 
Neuen Galerie Luzern.
Private audio- or video recording is not 
allowed. All rights are reserved to the 
Neue Galerie Luzern. 

DOKUMENTATION UND 
TECHNIK – DOCUMENTATION 
AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT
arteaudio, Bruno Lori, Aeugst a.A.

 
Stefan Gallego, Luzern (Video)
Felix von Wartburg (Photos) 
felisuiza@fotoakademie.ch 
EINTRITTSKARTEN – TICKETS
CHF 120.00  
Stud. / AHV: Concessions (ID) 
CHF 90.00
Keine Platzreservation – 
No seat reservation
ANMELDUNG – REGISTRATION
Per E-Mail an: info@neugalu.ch
Bitte geben Sie Ihren Vornamen und 
Namen, Institution, Adresse, Postleit-
zahl und Wohnort, Land, Telefonnum-
mer und E-Mail-Adresse an sowie die 
Anzahl und Kategorie der gewünschten 
Eintrittskarten. Die Anmeldung wird 
per E-Mail bestätigt und Sie erhalten 
eine Rechnung. 
By e-mail to: info@neugalu.ch    
Please, mention your first and last 
name, institution, address, city, count-
ry, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and the number and category of tickets 
that you wish to buy. The registration 
will be confirmed and billed by e-mail.
CATERING
Foyer Coronado-Saal – Entrance to 
Coronado Hall
Restaurant Verkehrshaus der Schweiz – 
Restaurant Swiss Museum of Transport
BÜCHER – BOOKS

Alter Ego, Buchhandlung, Luzern
Coronado-Saal – Coronado Hall
BILDNACHWEISE – 
IMAGE CREDITS
© Neue Galerie Luzern / Keynote spea-
kers, Chairpersons, Panelists, Panel 
discussion leader; Roger Penrose, 
Courtesy: Robert Harris, London; Ro-
bert Fludd: Utriusque cosmi maioris 
scilicet et minoris […] historia, tomus II 
(1619), tractatus I, sectio I, liber X, De 
trip lici animae in corpore visione
Gedruckt auf 100% rezykliertem 
Altpapier – 
Printed on 100% recycled waste paper
 

UNTERKUNFT – 
ACCOMODATION
Hotel zum Rebstock (Biennale-
Hotel) www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
St. Leodegarstr. 3, CH-6006 Luzern 
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
E-Mail: hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch 
Spezialangebot
Einzelzimmer CHF 150.00 mit 
reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Doppelzimmer CHF 240.00 mit 
reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Reservation “Schweizer Biennale”
Hotel zum Rebstock (Biennial Hotel) 
www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
St. Leodegarstr. 3, CH-6006 Lucerne 
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
E-Mail: hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch
Special offer
Single room CHF 150.00 with 
a hearty breakfast
Double room CHF 240.00 with 
a hearty breakfast
Reservation “Swiss Biennial”
ANDERE HOTELS – 
OTHER HOTELS
Für Ihre Hotelreservation zu tagesak-
tuellen Preisen kontaktieren Sie bitte 
Luzern Tourismus. 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 
E-Mail: hotels@luzern.com oder bu-
chen Sie online auf der Internetseite 
www.luzern.com
For your hotel reservation as well as 
up-to-the-minute prices please contact 
the Lucerne Tourist Board. 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 
E-Mail: hotels@luzern.com 
 or book online via www.luzern.com

SPEZIELLE ANLÄSSE – 
SPECIAL EVENTS

Sonntag, 17. Januar, 2016, 
11.00 – 12.00 Uhr 
Museum Sammlung Rosengart, 
Luzern (Picasso, Klee und 
21  weitere Künstler)
Pilatusstrasse 10, 6003 Luzern
Führung in Deutsch oder Englisch 
für Biennale-Teilnehmer
Preis: CHF 25.00 
(inkl. Museumseintritt)
Anmeldung per E-Mail: 
info@neugalu.ch. Sie  erhalten Bestä-
tigung und Rechnung per E-Mail. 

Sunday, January 17, 2016, 
11 – 12 AM
Museum Sammlung Rosengart, 
Luzern (Picasso, Klee und 21 further 
artists)
Pilatusstrasse 10, 6003 Luzern
Guided tour in German or English for 
the participants of the Biennial
Admission: CHF 25.00
(incl. ticket to the Museum)
Registration by e-mail: 
info@neugalu.ch. Your registration 
will be confirmed and billed by e-mail.

D4 TOP EVENT
Am 18. Januar 2016, 17.30 Uhr, 
spricht Thupten Jinpa, der langjäh-
rige persönliche englische Überset-
zer des Dalai Lama im D4 Business 
Village Luzern über das Thema seines 
neuen Buches A Fearless Heart: How 
the Courage to be Compassionate can 
Transform our Lives (2015). 
Der Vortrag wird simultan von 
Englisch auf Deutsch übersetzt. 
Moderation: Diego Hangartner. 
Anmeldung (Gratiseintritt, 
beschränkte Platzzahl): 
events@d4business-village.ch. 

   
    » »
On January 18, 2016, 5.30 PM, Thup-
ten Jinpa, the Dalai Lama’s long-
time personal English interpreter, 
will give a public talk in the D4 Busi-
ness Village Lucerne o n the topic of 
his new book A Fearless Heart: How 
the Courage to be Compassionate can 
Transform our Lives (2015). The talk 
will be given in English and translated 
simultaneously into German. Modera-
tion: Diego Hangartner. 
Registration (Free admission – 
limited number of seats): 
events@d4business-village.ch

BI
T

T
E

 
FR

A
N

K
IE

R
E

N

PL
E

A
SE

 
ST

A
M

P

N
eu

e 
G

al
er

ie
 L

uz
er

n 
– 

Sw
is

s A
ca

de
m

ic
 A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
  

(N
G

L 
– 

SA
A

)
Po

st
fa

ch
 / 

P.
´O

. B
ox

 3
30

63
56

 R
ig

i K
al

tb
ad

N
G

L 
–

 S
A

A

flyer_biennale16_593x210_laydef.indd   1-6 14.09.15   09:39



100mm
cover

99mm 99mm99mm99mm97mm

The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

11. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE 
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 11TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016

DANK – ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Kulturförderung Kanton und Stadt Luzern
D4 Business Village, Technopark Luzern

Stiftung Corymbo, Zürich, 041 Das Kulturmagazin
Dr. Ulrich Claessen, Alpnach, Hanspeter Fischer, Ennetbürgen

Dr. Konrad Fischer, Zürich
Gemeinnützige Gesellschaft, Luzern

Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Dr. Anton Gunzinger, Seraina Morell Gunzinger, Zürich

ICES Foundation, Genf
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Maxon Motor, Sachseln, Rivella AG, Rothrist, Christine Barth
Dr. Uli Sigg, Mauensee

Luzern Tourismus, Kongressförderung

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

TOPIC 2016 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS CHAIRPERSONS / PANELISTS

PANEL DISCUSSION 
LEADER

PROF. DR. 
ERNST PETER FISCHER

Wissenschaftsgeschichte
History of Science

Universität Heidelberg 
www.uni-heidelberg.de

PROF. DR. 
HEATHER A. BERLIN
Neurowissenschaften und 

Psychiatrie
Neursociences and Psychiatry

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York

http://icahn.mssm.edu

DR. WALTRAUT 
LIEBL-KOPITZKI

Leiterin des Amts für Schulen, 
Bildung und Wissenschaft der Stadt 
Konstanz – Chief of the Department 

of Schools, Education and Science, 
City of Konstanz 

www.konstanz.de

DR. FRIEDERICKE 
MECKEL, M.D.

Ärztin und Psychotherapeutin
Medical Doctor and Psychotherapist

Zurich, Switzerland

STEVE PAULSON
Executive Producer and Co-Founder

of To the Best of Our Knowledge 
at Wisconsin Public Radio  

Distinguished Scholar at the 
Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery
http://ttbook.org/steve-paulson

http://discovery.wisc.edu/discovery

DR. STUART 
HAMEROFF, M.D.

Anästhesiologie – Anesthesiology
Center for Consciousness Studies

University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ – USA

www.quantumconsciousness.org

DIEGO HANGARTNER, 
Pharm.D.

Übersetzer, Lehrer, Praktiker
Translator, Teacher, Practitioner

Gründer / Founder, Institute of Se-
cular Ethics and Mental Balance; 

Co-Founder, Mind and Life Europe, 
Küsnacht – ZH, Switzerland

http://esri.mindandlife-europe.org

DR. THUPTEN JINPA
Buddhismus und Religions-

wissenschaften
Buddhism and Religious Studies

Gründer / Founder, Institute 
of Tibetan Classics, Montreal 
Chair, Mind and Life Institute

Hadley, MA – USA
www.mindandlife.org

DR. LUIS EDUARDO LUNA
Anthropologie – Anthropology

Wasiwaska – Research Centre for 
the study of psychointegrator plants, 

visionary art and consciousness
Florianópolis – BR

http://www.wasiwaska.org

PROF. DR. CHRISTOF KOCH
Neurobiologie – Neurobiology

President / Chief Scientific Officer
Allen Institute for Brain Science, 

Seattle – USA
www.alleninstitute.org 

PROF. DR. SIR 
ROGER PENROSE
Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie – Mathematical 
Physics and Cosmology
Mathematical Institute

University of Oxford – UK
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

DR. MATTHIEU RICARD
Buddhistischer Mönch und Autor

Buddhist Monk and Author
Gründer / Founder, Karuna Shechen

http://www.shechen.org

EMPFOHLENE LEKTÜRE

Buch Zu einer neuen Quantenphysik des Bewusstseins – Gespräche an den 
Grenzen der Erkenntnis (2009). Autoren: Roy Ascott (UK), Reinhold Bertlmann (A), 
Ulrike Gabriel (D), Ernst von Glasersfeld (USA), Stuart Hameroff (USA), 
Luis Eduardo Luna (BR), Josef Mitterer (A), Roger Penrose (UK), Otto Rössler (D), 
Peter Weibel (A), Anton Zeilinger (A). 
Herausgeber: Neue Galerie Luzern und René Stettler; 
die 172-seitige Publikation im CD-Format kann per E-Mail gegen Rechnung 
bestellt werden: info@neugalu.ch  
Preis: CHF/EUR 25.00 zuzüglich Versand- und Verpackungsspesen CHF/EUR 6.00.

DR. FRITJOF CAPRA
Physik und Systemtheorie 

Physics and Systems Theory 
Center for ecoliteracy, Berkeley,  

CA – USA 
www.fritjofcapra.net

D
A

S R
Ä

T
SE

L
 D

E
S M

E
N

SC
H

L
IC

H
E

N
 

B
E

W
U

SST
SE

IN
S

T
H

E
 E

N
IG

M
A

 O
F

 H
U

M
A

N
 C

O
N

SC
IO

U
SN

E
SS

11. SC
H

W
E

IZ
E

R
 B

IE
N

N
A

L
E

 
Z

U
 W

ISSE
N

SC
H

A
F

T
, T

E
C

H
N

IK
 + Ä

ST
H

E
T

IK
T

H
E

 11
T

H SW
ISS B

IE
N

N
IA

L 
O

N
 SC

IE
N

C
E

, T
E

C
H

N
IC

S + A
E

ST
H

E
T

IC
S

A
nm

eldung – R
egistration 

(A
nm

eldeschluss 10. Januar 2016 – R
egistration deadline January 10, 2016)

Ich nehm
e an folgenden Veranstaltungen teil (bitte ankreuzen):

I w
ill participate in the follow

ing events (please m
ark w

ith a cross):
 11. Schw

eizer Biennale / 11
th Sw

iss Biennial 
C

H
F

 120.00
 Stud. / A

H
V

 – C
oncessions (ID

) 
C

H
F

 
90.00

 11. Schw
eizer Biennale / 11th Sw

iss Biennial + 
 Führung / G

uided tour, M
useum

 Sam
m

lung R
osengart, Luzern 

C
H

F
 145.00

 Stud. / A
H

V
 – C

oncessions (ID
)  

C
H

F
 115.00

 D
4 Top E

vent: T
hupten Jinpa

 D
4 Business V

illage Luzern (R
oot-Längenbold) 

E
intritt frei / Free adm

ission 
Beschränkte Platzzahl / Lim

ited num
ber of seats

 16. JA
N

U
A

R
 2016 – JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 16, 2016

A
nrede / Title

N
am

e / N
am

e

Vornam
e / First nam

e

Institution, Firm
a / Institution, C

om
pany 

A
dresse / A

ddress

PLZ, O
rt / Zip-C

ode, Place

Telefon / Phone

E
-M

ail

D
ie A

nm
eldung w

ird nach E
rhalt in R

echnung gestellt 
T

he registration w
ill be billed on receipt

A
nm

eldung über das Internet – R
egistration via Internet: 

w
w

w
.neugalu.ch 

flyer_biennale16_593x210_laydef.indd   7-12 14.09.15   09:40

20. Januar 2018  //  20 January 2018

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

12. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE  
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 12TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Neuro- und Kognitionswissenschaften, Bewusstseinsstudien, Philosophie 
des Geistes, kontemplative Wissenschaft, Buddhismus, Anthropologie, 
Kosmologie, Physik und Künstliche Intelligenz-Forschung sowie dem 
Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung bewusstseinserweiternder 

Substanzen beschäftigt. Referenten und Referentinnen aus den USA, Brasilien,
 Chile, England, Italien, den Niederlanden und der Schweiz.

Keynotes and panel discussions with top speakers from disciplines such 
as cognitive science, consciousness studies, philosophy of mind, contemplative science, 

buddhism, anthropology, cosmology, physics, and artifical intelligence research 
as well as from research fields concerned with the effects of consciousness-expanding 

substances. Speakers from the US, Brazil, Chile, UK, Italy, the Netherlands, 
and Switzerland. 

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
 Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler 

Ermässigter Eintritt: AHV und Studierende – 
Concessions: Senior Citizens and Students

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA) 

Postfach / P.O. Box 3501
6002 Lucerne, Switzerland

www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler
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Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
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Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

11. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE 
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 11TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016

DANK – ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Kulturförderung Kanton und Stadt Luzern
D4 Business Village, Technopark Luzern

Stiftung Corymbo, Zürich, 041 Das Kulturmagazin
Dr. Ulrich Claessen, Alpnach, Hanspeter Fischer, Ennetbürgen

Dr. Konrad Fischer, Zürich
Gemeinnützige Gesellschaft, Luzern

Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Dr. Anton Gunzinger, Seraina Morell Gunzinger, Zürich

ICES Foundation, Genf
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Maxon Motor, Sachseln, Rivella AG, Rothrist, Christine Barth
Dr. Uli Sigg, Mauensee

Luzern Tourismus, Kongressförderung

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

TOPIC 2016 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS CHAIRPERSONS / PANELISTS

PANEL DISCUSSION 
LEADER

PROF. DR. 
ERNST PETER FISCHER

Wissenschaftsgeschichte
History of Science

Universität Heidelberg 
www.uni-heidelberg.de

PROF. DR. 
HEATHER A. BERLIN
Neurowissenschaften und 

Psychiatrie
Neursociences and Psychiatry

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York

http://icahn.mssm.edu

DR. WALTRAUT 
LIEBL-KOPITZKI

Leiterin des Amts für Schulen, 
Bildung und Wissenschaft der Stadt 
Konstanz – Chief of the Department 

of Schools, Education and Science, 
City of Konstanz 

www.konstanz.de

DR. FRIEDERICKE 
MECKEL, M.D.

Ärztin und Psychotherapeutin
Medical Doctor and Psychotherapist

Zurich, Switzerland

STEVE PAULSON
Executive Producer and Co-Founder

of To the Best of Our Knowledge 
at Wisconsin Public Radio  

Distinguished Scholar at the 
Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery
http://ttbook.org/steve-paulson

http://discovery.wisc.edu/discovery

DR. STUART 
HAMEROFF, M.D.

Anästhesiologie – Anesthesiology
Center for Consciousness Studies

University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ – USA

www.quantumconsciousness.org

DIEGO HANGARTNER, 
Pharm.D.

Übersetzer, Lehrer, Praktiker
Translator, Teacher, Practitioner

Gründer / Founder, Institute of Se-
cular Ethics and Mental Balance; 

Co-Founder, Mind and Life Europe, 
Küsnacht – ZH, Switzerland

http://esri.mindandlife-europe.org

DR. THUPTEN JINPA
Buddhismus und Religions-

wissenschaften
Buddhism and Religious Studies

Gründer / Founder, Institute 
of Tibetan Classics, Montreal 
Chair, Mind and Life Institute

Hadley, MA – USA
www.mindandlife.org

DR. LUIS EDUARDO LUNA
Anthropologie – Anthropology

Wasiwaska – Research Centre for 
the study of psychointegrator plants, 

visionary art and consciousness
Florianópolis – BR

http://www.wasiwaska.org

PROF. DR. CHRISTOF KOCH
Neurobiologie – Neurobiology

President / Chief Scientific Officer
Allen Institute for Brain Science, 

Seattle – USA
www.alleninstitute.org 

PROF. DR. SIR 
ROGER PENROSE
Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie – Mathematical 
Physics and Cosmology
Mathematical Institute

University of Oxford – UK
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

DR. MATTHIEU RICARD
Buddhistischer Mönch und Autor

Buddhist Monk and Author
Gründer / Founder, Karuna Shechen

http://www.shechen.org

EMPFOHLENE LEKTÜRE

Buch Zu einer neuen Quantenphysik des Bewusstseins – Gespräche an den 
Grenzen der Erkenntnis (2009). Autoren: Roy Ascott (UK), Reinhold Bertlmann (A), 
Ulrike Gabriel (D), Ernst von Glasersfeld (USA), Stuart Hameroff (USA), 
Luis Eduardo Luna (BR), Josef Mitterer (A), Roger Penrose (UK), Otto Rössler (D), 
Peter Weibel (A), Anton Zeilinger (A). 
Herausgeber: Neue Galerie Luzern und René Stettler; 
die 172-seitige Publikation im CD-Format kann per E-Mail gegen Rechnung 
bestellt werden: info@neugalu.ch  
Preis: CHF/EUR 25.00 zuzüglich Versand- und Verpackungsspesen CHF/EUR 6.00.

DR. FRITJOF CAPRA
Physik und Systemtheorie 

Physics and Systems Theory 
Center for ecoliteracy, Berkeley,  

CA – USA 
www.fritjofcapra.net

D
A

S R
Ä

T
SE

L
 D

E
S M

E
N

SC
H

L
IC

H
E

N
 

B
E

W
U

SST
SE

IN
S

T
H

E
 E

N
IG

M
A

 O
F

 H
U

M
A

N
 C

O
N

SC
IO

U
SN

E
SS

11. SC
H

W
E

IZ
E

R
 B

IE
N

N
A

L
E

 
Z

U
 W

ISSE
N

SC
H

A
F

T
, T

E
C

H
N

IK
 + Ä

ST
H

E
T

IK
T

H
E

 11
T

H SW
ISS B

IE
N

N
IA

L 
O

N
 SC

IE
N

C
E

, T
E

C
H

N
IC

S + A
E

ST
H

E
T

IC
S

A
nm

eldung – R
egistration 

(A
nm

eldeschluss 10. Januar 2016 – R
egistration deadline January 10, 2016)

Ich nehm
e an folgenden Veranstaltungen teil (bitte ankreuzen):

I w
ill participate in the follow

ing events (please m
ark w

ith a cross):
 11. Schw

eizer Biennale / 11
th Sw

iss Biennial 
C

H
F

 120.00
 Stud. / A

H
V

 – C
oncessions (ID

) 
C

H
F

 
90.00

 11. Schw
eizer Biennale / 11th Sw

iss Biennial + 
 Führung / G

uided tour, M
useum

 Sam
m

lung R
osengart, Luzern 

C
H

F
 145.00

 Stud. / A
H

V
 – C

oncessions (ID
)  

C
H

F
 115.00

 D
4 Top E

vent: T
hupten Jinpa

 D
4 Business V

illage Luzern (R
oot-Längenbold) 

E
intritt frei / Free adm

ission 
Beschränkte Platzzahl / Lim

ited num
ber of seats

 16. JA
N

U
A

R
 2016 – JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 16, 2016

A
nrede / Title

N
am

e / N
am

e

Vornam
e / First nam

e

Institution, Firm
a / Institution, C

om
pany 

A
dresse / A

ddress

PLZ, O
rt / Zip-C

ode, Place

Telefon / Phone

E
-M

ail

D
ie A

nm
eldung w

ird nach E
rhalt in R

echnung gestellt 
T

he registration w
ill be billed on receipt

A
nm

eldung über das Internet – R
egistration via Internet: 

w
w

w
.neugalu.ch 

flyer_biennale16_593x210_laydef.indd   7-12 14.09.15   09:40

Dank – Acknowledgements
Kulturförderung Kanton und Stadt Luzern

D4 Business Village Luzern, Stiftung Corymbo, Zürich, 041 Das Kulturmagazin
William A. Linton, President, Board of Directors, BioPharmaceutical Technology 
Center Institute, Madison / WI, US, Dr. Bob Bishop, ICES Foundation, Genf

Casimir Eigensatz Stiftung, Luzern, Dr. Markus Bischof, Dr. Ulrich Claessen, Alpnach
Hanspeter Fischer, Ennetbürgen, Dr. Konrad Fischer, Zürich

Gemeinnützige Gesellschaft, Luzern, Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro, Regula Kunz Bechtler und Ruedi 

Bechtler, Herrliberg, Maxon Motor AG, Sachseln 
Renderbox AG, Werbeagentur, Stans, Prof. Dr. Roland Riek, ETH, Zürich 

Dr. Uli Sigg, Mauensee, Luzern Tourismus, Kongressförderung

TOPIC 2018

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

Over more than five decades, the hu-
man brain and brain functions have 
turned into a research paradigm around 
the globe making massive progress. To-
day new scientific tools are enabling us 
to see what neurons are doing when we 
think certain thoughts. 

The revolutionary impact of neuro- 
science on our understanding of the 
brain is undeniably impressive. At the 
same time, however, neuroscience has 
equally influenced our views on mo-
dern psychology, on the philosophy of 
science as well as on the philosophy of 
mind, which—from a broader vantage 
point—have been profoundly led astray 
by the dogmas of scientific materia-
lism. Dying, for example, is for many 
today nothing more than the ending 
of brain function. And the idea of an 
inner self/subject or incorporeal realm 
of the mind with qualia is—according 
to internationally acclaimed philoso-
pher Daniel Dennett—just a cognitive 
illusion. 

Yet, is what Buddhist contemplatives 
have recognised and even have succeed- 
ed in coming to terms with over the 
past 2500 years, namely the ontology of 
the mental—an irreducibly first-person 

ontology or the subjectivity of consci-
ousness—just mumbo-jumbo? And are 
the very sophisticated ways of training 
attention and introspective skills that 
they have devised for probing deeply 
into the origins and nature of consci-
ousness only hocus-pocus? What is pri-
mary: The mind or the brain? 

These are the key questions of the 12th 
Swiss Biennal on Science, Technics and 
Aesthetics. They will be debated in key-
notes, sessions as well as in a panel dis- 
cussion with renowned speakers from 
around the globe. I wish you a spiritu-
ally rewarding day with many inspiring 
talks and conversations.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on Science, 
Technics + Aesthetics
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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Patronat – Patronage
Beat Züsli, Mayor of the City of Lucerne

Reto Wyss, Head of the Department of Education and Culture, Canton of Lucerne
Ruedi Bechtler, Artist, dipl. Ing. ETH, Herrliberg
Hanspeter Fischer, Architect HTL, Ennetbürgen

Christina and Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula and Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Dr. Uli Sigg, Entrepreneur, The Sigg Collection Mauensee, Switzerland 

TOPIC 2018 PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION

DAS RÄTSEL 
DES MENSCHLICHEN 

BEWUSSTSEINS

Das menschliche Gehirn und die Ge-
hirnfunktionen haben sich in mehr als 
fünf Jahrzehnten zu einem globalen, 
massive Fortschritte erzielenden For-
schungsparadigma entwickelt. Neue 
wissenschaftliche Instrumente machen 
es heute möglich die Aktivität von 
Neuronen zu beobachten wenn wir be-
stimmte Gedanken denken. 

Der revolutionäre Einfluss der Neu-
rowissenschaft auf unser Verständnis 
des Gehirns ist ohne Zweifel beeindru-
ckend. Gleichzeitig hat die Neurowis-
senschaft in gleichem Masse aber auch 
auf unsere Sichtweisen in der modernen 
Psychologie, in der Wissenschaftsphi-
losophie sowie in der Philosophie des 
Geistes Einfluss gewonnen, welche – aus 
einem grösseren Blickwinkel betrachtet 
– durch die Dogmen des wissenschaftli-
chen Materialismus auf Irrwege geraten 
sind. Für viele bedeutet Sterben zum 
Beispiel heute nichts weiter als das Ende 
der Gehirnfunktionen. Und gemäss 
dem international anerkannten Philoso-
phen Daniel Dennett ist die Idee eines 
inneren Ichs/Subjekts oder eines kör-
perlosen Reichs des Geistes mit Qualia 
lediglich eine kognitive Illusion. 

Doch ist was kontemplative Buddhis-
ten während den vergangenen 2500 
Jahren erkannt und womit sie sich auch 
erfolgreich auseinandergesetzt haben, 
nämlich die Ontologie des Mentalen 
– eine nicht reduzierbare Erste-Per-
son-Ontologie oder die Subjektivität 
des Bewusstseins – bloss fauler Zauber? 
Und sind die sehr anspruchsvollen Me-
thoden der Aufmerksamkeitsschulung 
und die introspektiven Fähigkeiten, die 
sie entwickelt haben um den Ursprung 
und die Natur des Bewusstseins tief zu 
erforschen, nur Hokuspokus? Was ist 
primär: der Geist oder das Gehirn? 

Dies sind die zentralen Fragen der 12. 
Biennale zu Wissenschaft, Technik und 
Ästhetik. Sie werden in Keynotes und 
in Sessions sowie in einer Podiumsdis-
kussion mit namhaften Referenten aus 
der ganzen Welt debattiert. Ich wün-
sche Ihnen einen geistig erlebnisreichen 
Tag mit vielen anregenden Vorträgen 
und Gesprächen.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Gründer, Schweizer Biennale zu 
Wissenschaft, Technik + Ästhetik

Ort – Location 
Verkehrshaus der Schweiz
Swiss Museum of Transport
Lidostrasse 5, 6006 Luzern
Bus: 6, 8, 24 
Zug / Train:  S3 / Voralpenexpress

Termin – Date
Samstag, 20. Januar 2018 
09.00 – 18.00
Saturday, 20 January 2018 
09.00 – 18.00

Information
www.neugalu.ch 
Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Academic 
Association (NGL – SAA) 
Postfach / P.O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern
Tel. (Büro / Office): +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Simultandolmetschung – 
Simultaneous translation
Conference Consulting OEG, Wien
EN – DE / DE – EN

Audio- und Videoaufnahmen – 
Tape and video recording
Private Audio- und Videoaufnahmen 
sind nicht gestattet. Alle Urheberrechte 
gehören der NGL – SAA 
Private audio- or video recording is not 
allowed. All rights reserved to the NGL 
– SAA

Dokumentation / Technik – 
Documentation / Technical support
scicchimicchi.ch gmbh
Bruno Lori, Ebikon (Audio)
Stefan Gallego, Luzern (Video)
Felix von Wartburg, Luzern (Photos)

Eintrittskarten – Tickets
CHF 150.00 – AHV /
Studierende (ID): CHF 120.00
CHF 150.00 – Senior Citizens /
Students (ID): CHF 120.00
Keine Platzreservation / No seat reservation
Saalöffnung: 08.15 
Admittance to the conference hall: 08.15

Kartenverkauf
über info@neugalu.ch
Bitte geben Sie Ihren Vornamen, Na-
men, Institution, Adresse, Postleitzahl, 
Wohnort, Land, Telefonnummer und 
E-Mail-Adresse an sowie Anzahl und Ka-
tegorie der gewünschten Eintrittskarten. 
Sie erhalten per E-Mail innert 1-2 Tagen 
eine Bestätigung sowie die Rechnung 
(keine automatisierte Antwort). 

Ticket sale
via info@neugalu.ch   
Please, mention your first and last 
name, institution, address, city, coun-
try, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and the number and category of tickets 
you wish to buy. Your registration will 
be confirmed and billed by e-mail wi-
thin 1-2 days (not by an automatically 
generated e-mail).

Catering
Foyer Coronado-Saal – Entrance hall to 
the Coronado Hall
oder / or Restaurant «Mercato» 
(Parterre / Ground floor)

Bücher – Books

Alter Ego, Buchhandlung, Luzern

Unterkunft – Accommodation 

Konferenz-Hotel / Conference Hotel
Hotel zum Rebstock,  St. Leodegarstr. 3 
6006 Luzern
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch 

Spezialangebot – Special offer
Einzelzimmer CHF 150.00 
mit reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Single room CHF 150.00 
with a hearty breakfast

Doppelzimmer CHF 220.00 
mit reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Double room CHF 220.00 
with a hearty breakfast
Bitte erwähnen / Please mention: 
«Schweizer Biennale» / «Swiss Biennial»

Andere Hotels – Other hotels
Für Ihre Reservation zu tagesaktuellen 
Preisen kontaktieren Sie Luzern Touris-
mus via www.luzern.com 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 oder über: 
hotels@luzern.com

For your reservation as well as up-to-
the-minute prices, contact the Lucerne 
Tourist Board at www.luzern.com, Tel: 
+41 (0) 41 227 17 27, or via: 
hotels@luzern.com 

D4 Top Event
Anlässlich eines D4 Top Events spre-
chen im D4 Business Village Lu-
zern am 22. Januar 2018, 17.00, der  
amerikanische Kognitionswissenschaft-
ler Donald D. Hoffman und der brasi-
lianische Physiker und Kosmologe Mar-
celo Gleiser. Simultanübersetzung EN 
– DE. Moderation: René Stettler. Gra-
tiseintritt, beschränkte Platzzahl. Anmel-
dung über events@d4business-village.ch 

On the occasion of a D4 Top Event, the 
American cognitive scientist Donald 
D. Hoffman, and the Brazilian physi-
cist and cosmologist Marcelo Gleiser 
will give talks at the D4 Business Village 
Luzern on 22 January 2018, 17.00. Si-
multaneous translation EN – DE. Mo-
deration: René Stettler. Free admission, 
limited number of seats. Registration 
via events@d4business-village.ch

Bildnachweise – Image credits
© Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Acade-
mic Association (NGL – SAA); Keynote 
speakers, chairpersons / panelists, panel 
discussion leader; Anatomical drawing: 
Charcot’s head © Michel Royon

Gedruckt auf 100% 
rezykliertem Altpapier – 
Printed on 100% recycled waste paper

20. JANUAR 2018  // 20 JANUARY 2018 20. JANUAR 2018  // 20 JANUARY 2018

09.00 – 09.15  Begrüssung – Welcome Address 
Programmüberblick – Programme Presentation  René Stettler

Inaugural Keynote (via Skype from Cambridge, UK)
09.15 – 09.45  MARTIN REES  Kosmologie und Astrophysik  Cambridge – UK
Martin Rees is the Emeritus Professor of Cosmology and Astrophysics at the University of Cam-
bridge, and a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He holds the honorary title of Astronomer 
Royal and also Visiting Professor at Imperial College London and at Leicester University.

CARTE BLANCHE

09.45 – 09.55  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  MARCELO GLEISER
Keynote
09.55 – 10.25  DONALD HOFFMAN  Kognitionswissenschaften  Irvine / CA – USA
Co-Autor (Papers) mit C. Prakash von «Objects of Consciousness» (2014); Co-Autor mit 
M. Singh von «Natural Selection and Shape Perception: Shape as an Effective Code for Fit-
ness» (2013); Autor von «The Construction of Visual Reality» (2011); «Visual Intelligence: 
How We Create What We See» (2000) 
THE CASE AGAINST A PHYSICAL ORIGIN OF CONSCIOUSNESS – ARGUMENTE 
GEGEN EINE PHYSIKALISCHE ENTSTEHUNG DES BEWUSSTSEINS

10.25 – 10.35  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON

10.35 – 11.00  Pause – Break

11.00 – 11.10  Musical Interlude 1: PATRICK DEMENGA, 
ISABELLE VAN KEULEN, DIEMUT POPPEN

Intervention
11.10 – 11.50  MARCELO GLEISER  
Theoretische Physik und Astronomie  Hanover / NH – USA
Autor von «The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected: A Natural Philosopher’s Quest for Trout 
and the Meaning of Everything» (2016); «The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science 
and the Search for Meaning» (2014); «A Tear at the Edge of Creation» (2013)
BEING HUMAN IN AN EXPANDING UNIVERSE: 
SCIENCE AND OUR SEARCH FOR MEANING – 
MENSCHSEIN IN EINEM SICH AUSDEHNENDEN UNIVERSUM: 
WISSENSCHAFT UND UNSERE SINNSUCHE
Leitung – Chair  ALAN WALLACE  

CAN CONSCIOUSNESS BE EXPLAINED? – SCIENCE AT THE EDGE
11.50 – 12.30   JOHN HORGAN  
Wissenschaftsjournalist und Buchautor  Hoboken  / NJ – USA
Autor von «The End of War» (2012); «Rational Mysticism» (2003); Co-Author with 
F. Geer von «Where was God on September 11?» (2002); «The Undiscovered Mind» 
(1999); «The End of Science» (1996)
BERNARDO KASTRUP  Philosoph, Computeringenieur, Unternehmer, Buchautor
Autor von «More than Allegory. On Religious Myth, Truth and Belief» (2016); Brief Peeks 
Beyond. Critical Essays on Metaphysics, Neuroscience, Free Will, Skepticism and Culture» 
(2015); «Why Materialism is Baloney» (2014); Rationalist Spirituality» (2011)

12.30 – 13.45  Mittagspause – Lunch Break 

13.45 – 13.55  Musical Interlude 2: PATRICK DEMENGA,
ISABELLE VAN KEULEN, DIEMUT POPPEN

Intervention
13.55 – 14.35  ALAN WALLACE  
Kontemplative Wissenschaften und Buddhismus  Santa Barbara – USA
Übersetzer von «Heart of the Great Perfection: Dudjom Lingpa’s Visions of the Great 
Perfection» (2016); Autor von «Mind in the Balance: Meditation in Science, Bud-
dhism, and Christianity» (2014); Herausgeber von «Buddhism & Science. Breaking 
New Ground» (2003); Autor von «The Taboo of Subjectivity» (2000)
A CONTEMPLATIVE SCIENCE OF CONSCIOUSNESS – 
EINE KONTEMPLATIVE WISSENSCHAFT DES BEWUSSTSEINS
Leitung – Chair  DIEGO HANGARTNER 
Autor von (Paper) «Neuroscience of Compassion; Challenges and Opportunities (2015); 
Herausgeber und Übersetzer des vom XIV. Dalai Lama (Vorwort) autorisierten Buchs «Shan-
tideva – Anleitungen auf dem Weg zur Glückseligkeit. Bodhicaryavatara» (2005)

14.35 – 14.45  Meditation: DIEGO HANGARTNER

Keynote
14.45 – 15.15  JOANNA COOK  Anthropologie  London – UK
Autorin von «Meditation in Modern Buddhism: Renunciation and change in Thai 
monastic life (2010): Co-Herausgeberin von «The State We’re In: Reflecting on De-
mocracy’s Troubles» (2016); «Detachment: Essays on the limits of relational thinking» 
(2015), «Southeast Asian Perspectives on Power (2012)
IF MINDFULNESS IS THE ANSWER: WHAT IS THE QUESTION? –
WENN ACHTSAMKEIT DIE ANTWORT IST: WAS IST FRAGE?

15.15 – 15.25  Discussion
Leitung – Chair  TANYA LUHRMANN (via Skype from Stanford, USA)
Tanya Marie Luhrmann is the Watkins University Professor in the Anthropology Depart-
ment at Stanford University. She has been elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and has been the recipient of a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship. 

15.25 – 15.50  Pause – Break

Keynote
15.50 – 16.20  SUSANA BUSTOS  Psychologie und Amazonischer Shamanismus – 
San Francisco / CA – USA
SONG, CONSCIOUSNESS, AND HEALING IN PERUVIAN 
AMAZONIAN SHAMANISM – GESANG, BEWUSSTSEIN UND HEILUNG 
IM PERUANISCHEN AMAZONISCHEN SCHAMANISMUS
Susana Bustos works as a counselor and independent researcher on entheogenic sha-
manic traditions of the Americas. Her research investigates the use of songs in plant 
healing ceremonies, the effects of plant diets in psychotherapeutic processes, and the 
integration of experiences in expanded states of consciousness in daily life.

16.20 – 16.30  Discussion         Leitung – Chair  TANIA RE
Co-Autorin (Paper) mit J. E. Martins and M. Simões von «Transcultural perspective on conscious-
ness: traditional use of ayahuasca in psychotherapy in the 21st century in western world» (2016)

16.30 – 16.55  Pause – Break
16.55 – 18.00  Podiumsdiskussion – Panel Discussion
CONSCIOUSNESS, SCIENCE, AND THE NATURE OF REALITY
Susana Bustos, Joanna Cook, Marcelo Gleiser, Donald Hoffman, John Horgan, 
Bernardo Kastrup, Martin Rees, Alan Wallace
Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Autor von «Atoms and Eden: Conversations on Religion and Science» (2010)

18.00  Ausblick und Verabschiedung – Outlook and Farewell  René Stettler 
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Legendär war das philosophische 
Streitgespräch zwischen dem bri-
tischen Mathematiker Sir Roger 
Penrose und dem österreichi-
schen Quantenphysiker Anton 
Zeilinger anlässlich des Das Rät-
sel des Bewusstseins, jener denk-
würdigen Biennale, die vor 15 
Jahren auf der Bühne des Luzer-
ner Theaters stattfand. Die näm-
lich damals heiss diskutierte er-
kenntnistheoretische Frage, ob es 
denn eine Welt “dort draussen” – 
eine Welt jenseits der menschli-
chen Beobachtung – gibt, ist bis 
heute unentschieden. So ist auch 
die Frage zur Entstehung und 
dem Wesen von Bewusstsein – 
Bewusstsein von eigenen menta-
len Zuständen – über das viel-
leicht nur Menschen verfügen, 
bis heute eine der faszinierend-
sten und komplexesten Fragen 
an der sich die Wissenschaft die 
Zähne ausbeisst. Diese Frage – 
so mein Vorschlag – kann nur mit 
dem heute verfügbaren Wissen 
aus verschiedenen Forschungs-
disziplinen, die das Leben mit 
seinen ganzheitlichen Dimensio-
nen in den Fokus nehmen, zufrie-
denstellend beantwortet werden. 

Wir leben in einer Zeit in der 
Millionen Menschen an Horos-
kope, Feng Shui, Wahrsagerei 
und Tarot-Karten glauben. Vielen 
dient eine neue Form von “Quan-
ten-Spiritualität”, die ebenfalls 
den heute grassierenden unter-
schiedlichsten Spielarten der 
Esoterik zugerechnet werden 
kann, als Religionsersatz. Die 
Biennale setzt bewusst einen 
Kontrapunkt zum fröhlichen 
Markt der Weltdeutungen und 
dem “schwachen Denken” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16. Mai 2012), 
das mitunter seltsame Blüten 
treibt. Spitzenvertreter der Fach-
gebiete Quantenphysik, Neuro-
wissenschaft, Philosophie, Anth-
ropologie, Systemtheorie, 
Ökologie und Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, 
das sich mit der Wirkung be-
wusstseinserweiternder Sub-
stanzen beschäftigt, sind nach 
Luzern eingeladen. 

Ich wünsche Ihnen einen geistig 
erlebnisreichen Tag mit vielen 
anregenden Vorträgen und Ge-
sprächen.

Dr. René Stettler 
Gründer, Schweizer Biennale zu 
Wissenschaft, Technik + Ästhetik 

 09.00—09.15   Begrüssung – Welcome Address 
Programmüberblick – Programme Presentation  René Stettler
Inaugural Keynote

 09.15—09.45   FRITJOF CAPRA  Physik und Systemtheorie  
Berkeley – USA
Co-Autor (mit Pier Luigi Luisi) von “The Systems View of Life: 
A Unifying Vision” (2014); Autor von “The Science of Leonardo” 
(2007); “Verborgene Zusammenhänge” (2002); “Lebensnetz” (1999);  
“Wendezeit” (1982); “Das Tao der Physik” (1977)
THE SYSTEMS VIEW OF LIFE – A UNIFIED CONCEPTION 
OF MIND, MATTER, AND LIFE
DIE SYSTEMISCHE SICHTWEISE DES LEBENS – EIN EIN-
HEITLICHES KONZEPT VON GEIST, MATERIE UND LEBEN

 09.45—09.55   Diskussion – Discussion 
Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Keynote

 09.55—10.25   ERNST PETER FISCHER  
Wissenschaftsgeschichte  Heidelberg 
Autor von (u.a.) “Wie der Mensch seine Welt neu erschaffen hat” 
(2013); “Warum Spinat nur Popeye stark macht. Mythen und Legen-
den in der modernen Wissenschaft” (2011); Die Hintertreppe zum 
Quantensprung. Die Erforschung der kleinsten Teilchen der Natur 
von Max Planck bis Anton Zeilinger” (2010)
WARUM DAS GEHEIMNIS DES GEHIRNS 
UNERGRÜNDLICH BLEIBT – WHY THE SECRET OF THE 
BRAIN REMAINS UNFATHOMABLE

 10.25—10.35   Diskussion – Discussion
Leitung – Chair  WALTRAUT LIEBL-KOPITZKI

 10.35—11.00   Pause – Break

INTERVENTION
 11.00—11.45   ROGER PENROSE  Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie  Oxford – UK
Autor von “Cycles of Time” (2010); “The Road to Reality” (2005); 
“The Large, the Small and the Human Mind” (1997); “Shadows of the 
Mind” (1994)
CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE LAWS OF PHYSICS – 
BEWUSSTSEIN UND DIE GESETZE DER PHYSIK
Leitung – Chair  STUART HAMEROFF

Keynote
 11.45—12.15   LUIS EDUARDO LUNA  

Bewusstseinsforschung  Florianópolis – BR
Autor (zusammen mit Ede Frecska, Rick Strassman, Slawek Wojto-
wicz) von “Inner Paths to Outer Space: Journeys to Alien Worlds 
through Psychedelics and Other Spiritual Technologies” (2008); 
Author of  “Vegetalismo, Shamanism among the Mestizo Population 
of the Peruvian Amazon” (1986)
ON THE RELEVANCE OF SACRED AMERINDIAN PLANTS 
IN THE STUDY OF CONSCIOUSNESS – ÜBER DIE BEDEU-
TUNG DER HEILIGEN INDIANISCHEN PFLANZEN IN DER 
BEWUSSTSEINSFORSCHUNG

 12.15—12.25   Diskussion – Discussion
Leitung – Chair  FRIEDERIKE MECKEL

 12.25—13.45   Mittagspause – Lunch Break 

INTERVENTION
 13.45—14.30   THUPTEN JINPA

ist seit fast drei Jahrzehnten der englische Übersetzer des XIV. Dalai 
Lama. Er übersetzte und gab viele Bücher des Dalai Lama heraus u.a. 
den New York Times Bestseller “Ethics for the New Millennium” 
(1999). Er ist Autor von “A Fearless Heart: How the Courage to be 
Compassionate can Transform our Lives” (2015) and “Self, Reality 
and Reason in Tibetan Philosophy” (2002) 
CARTE BLANCHE
Leitung – Chair  MATTHIEU RICARD 

Keynote
 14.30—15.15   MATTHIEU RICARD

Matthieu Ricard ist ein buddhistischer Mönch und Co-Autor (mit 
Jean-François Revel) von “The Monk and the Philosopher” (1998)
CONSCIOUSNESS AS A PRIMARY FACT – AN EXPERIENTIAL 
APPROACH – BEWUSSTSEIN ALS ELEMENTARE GEGEBEN-
HEIT – EIN ZUGANG, DER AUF ERFAHRUNG BERUHT
Leitung – Chair  DIEGO HANGARTNER
Diego Hangartner ist Herausgeber und Übersetzer des vom XIV. Dalai 
Lama (Vorwort) autorisierten Buchs “Shantideva – Anleitungen auf 
dem Weg zur Glückseligkeit. Bodhicaryavatara” (2005)

 15.15—15.40   Pause – Break
Keynote (via Skype)

 15.40 - 16.10    CHRISTOF KOCH  Neurobiologie  Seattle – 
USA . Autor von “Consciousness – Confessions of a Romantic Re-
ductionist” (2012); “The Quest for Consciousness: A Neurobiological 
Approach – Bewusstsein: Ein neurobiologisches Rätsel” (2004); 
“Biophysics of Computation” (1999)
CONSCIOUSNESS AS INTEGRATED INFORMATION – 
BEWUSSTSEIN ALS INTEGRIERTE INFORMATION 

 16.10—16.20    Diskussion – Discussion (via Skype)
Leitung – Chair  HEATHER BERLIN

 16.20—16.45    Pause – Break

 16.45—17.45    PODIUMSGESPRÄCH UND 
DISKUSSION – PANEL DISCUSSION
SPACE, TIME, AND CONSCIOUSNESS: IS THERE A REALITY 
BEYOND HUMAN EXPERIENCE? – RAUM, ZEIT UND BE-
WUSSTSEIN: GIBT ES EINE REALITÄT JENSEITS DER 
MENSCHLICHEN ERFAHRUNG?
Fritjof Capra, Ernst Peter Fischer, Stuart Hameroff, Thupten Jinpa, 
Christof Koch, Luis Eduardo Luna, Roger Penrose, Matthieu Ricard

Leitung – Chair  STEVE PAULSON
Autor von “Atoms and Eden: 
Conversations on Religion and Science” (2010)

 17.45    Ausblick und Verabschiedung – 
Outlook and Farewell  René Stettler

DAS RÄTSEL 
DES MENSCHLICHEN 

BEWUSSTSEINS

TOPIC 2016 PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION – ORGANIZATION

PATRONAT – PATRONAGE

Stefan Roth, Mayor of the City of Lucerne
Reto Wyss, Head of the Department of Education 

and Culture, Canton of Lucerne
Hanspeter Fischer, Architect HTL, Ennetbürgen

Christina und Walter Graf, Luzern
Ursula und Herbert Kneubühl-Muheim, Claro

Dr. Uli Sigg, Entrepreneur, 
The Sigg Collection Mauensee, Switzerland

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016  16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016

ORT – LOCATION
Verkehrshaus der Schweiz / Swiss 
Museum of Transport, Lidostrasse 5, 
6006 Luzern, Switzerland
Bus: No. 6, 8, 24 “Verkehrshaus / 
Museum of Transport”
Zug – Train:  S3 / Voralpenexpress 
“Verkehrshaus / Museum of Transport”

TERMIN – DATE
Samstag, 16. Januar 2016, 09.00–17.30
Saturday, January 16, 2016, 09.00–17.30
Saalöffnung 08.15 Uhr – Admittance to 
the conference hall 08.15 AM
INFORMATION
Neue Galerie Luzern – Swiss Academic 
Association (NGL – SAA) 
Postfach / P.´O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, 
Switzerland, www.neugalu.ch 
Tel. (Office): +41 (0) 41 370 38 18
Mobile: +41 (0) 78 853 56 76
SIMULTANDOLMETSCHUNG – 
SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION
Englisch-Deutsch 
und Deutsch-Englisch
English-German and German-English
AUDIO- UND VIDEOAUFNAHMEN 
– TAPE AND VIDEO RECORDING
Private Audio- und Videoaufnahmen 
sind nicht gestattet. 
Sämtliche Urheberrechte gehören der 
Neuen Galerie Luzern.
Private audio- or video recording is not 
allowed. All rights are reserved to the 
Neue Galerie Luzern. 

DOKUMENTATION UND 
TECHNIK – DOCUMENTATION 
AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT
arteaudio, Bruno Lori, Aeugst a.A.

 
Stefan Gallego, Luzern (Video)
Felix von Wartburg (Photos) 
felisuiza@fotoakademie.ch 
EINTRITTSKARTEN – TICKETS
CHF 120.00  
Stud. / AHV: Concessions (ID) 
CHF 90.00
Keine Platzreservation – 
No seat reservation
ANMELDUNG – REGISTRATION
Per E-Mail an: info@neugalu.ch
Bitte geben Sie Ihren Vornamen und 
Namen, Institution, Adresse, Postleit-
zahl und Wohnort, Land, Telefonnum-
mer und E-Mail-Adresse an sowie die 
Anzahl und Kategorie der gewünschten 
Eintrittskarten. Die Anmeldung wird 
per E-Mail bestätigt und Sie erhalten 
eine Rechnung. 
By e-mail to: info@neugalu.ch    
Please, mention your first and last 
name, institution, address, city, count-
ry, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and the number and category of tickets 
that you wish to buy. The registration 
will be confirmed and billed by e-mail.
CATERING
Foyer Coronado-Saal – Entrance to 
Coronado Hall
Restaurant Verkehrshaus der Schweiz – 
Restaurant Swiss Museum of Transport
BÜCHER – BOOKS

Alter Ego, Buchhandlung, Luzern
Coronado-Saal – Coronado Hall
BILDNACHWEISE – 
IMAGE CREDITS
© Neue Galerie Luzern / Keynote spea-
kers, Chairpersons, Panelists, Panel 
discussion leader; Roger Penrose, 
Courtesy: Robert Harris, London; Ro-
bert Fludd: Utriusque cosmi maioris 
scilicet et minoris […] historia, tomus II 
(1619), tractatus I, sectio I, liber X, De 
trip lici animae in corpore visione
Gedruckt auf 100% rezykliertem 
Altpapier – 
Printed on 100% recycled waste paper
 

UNTERKUNFT – 
ACCOMODATION
Hotel zum Rebstock (Biennale-
Hotel) www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
St. Leodegarstr. 3, CH-6006 Luzern 
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
E-Mail: hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch 
Spezialangebot
Einzelzimmer CHF 150.00 mit 
reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Doppelzimmer CHF 240.00 mit 
reichem Frühstücksbuffet
Reservation “Schweizer Biennale”
Hotel zum Rebstock (Biennial Hotel) 
www.rebstock-luzern.ch 
St. Leodegarstr. 3, CH-6006 Lucerne 
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 417 18 19 
E-Mail: hotel@rebstock-luzern.ch
Special offer
Single room CHF 150.00 with 
a hearty breakfast
Double room CHF 240.00 with 
a hearty breakfast
Reservation “Swiss Biennial”
ANDERE HOTELS – 
OTHER HOTELS
Für Ihre Hotelreservation zu tagesak-
tuellen Preisen kontaktieren Sie bitte 
Luzern Tourismus. 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 
E-Mail: hotels@luzern.com oder bu-
chen Sie online auf der Internetseite 
www.luzern.com
For your hotel reservation as well as 
up-to-the-minute prices please contact 
the Lucerne Tourist Board. 
Tel: +41 (0) 41 227 17 27 
E-Mail: hotels@luzern.com 
 or book online via www.luzern.com

SPEZIELLE ANLÄSSE – 
SPECIAL EVENTS

Sonntag, 17. Januar, 2016, 
11.00 – 12.00 Uhr 
Museum Sammlung Rosengart, 
Luzern (Picasso, Klee und 
21  weitere Künstler)
Pilatusstrasse 10, 6003 Luzern
Führung in Deutsch oder Englisch 
für Biennale-Teilnehmer
Preis: CHF 25.00 
(inkl. Museumseintritt)
Anmeldung per E-Mail: 
info@neugalu.ch. Sie  erhalten Bestä-
tigung und Rechnung per E-Mail. 

Sunday, January 17, 2016, 
11 – 12 AM
Museum Sammlung Rosengart, 
Luzern (Picasso, Klee und 21 further 
artists)
Pilatusstrasse 10, 6003 Luzern
Guided tour in German or English for 
the participants of the Biennial
Admission: CHF 25.00
(incl. ticket to the Museum)
Registration by e-mail: 
info@neugalu.ch. Your registration 
will be confirmed and billed by e-mail.

D4 TOP EVENT
Am 18. Januar 2016, 17.30 Uhr, 
spricht Thupten Jinpa, der langjäh-
rige persönliche englische Überset-
zer des Dalai Lama im D4 Business 
Village Luzern über das Thema seines 
neuen Buches A Fearless Heart: How 
the Courage to be Compassionate can 
Transform our Lives (2015). 
Der Vortrag wird simultan von 
Englisch auf Deutsch übersetzt. 
Moderation: Diego Hangartner. 
Anmeldung (Gratiseintritt, 
beschränkte Platzzahl): 
events@d4business-village.ch. 

   
    » »
On January 18, 2016, 5.30 PM, Thup-
ten Jinpa, the Dalai Lama’s long-
time personal English interpreter, 
will give a public talk in the D4 Busi-
ness Village Lucerne o n the topic of 
his new book A Fearless Heart: How 
the Courage to be Compassionate can 
Transform our Lives (2015). The talk 
will be given in English and translated 
simultaneously into German. Modera-
tion: Diego Hangartner. 
Registration (Free admission – 
limited number of seats): 
events@d4business-village.ch
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

11. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE 
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 11TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne

 16. JANUAR 2016 – JANUARY 16, 2016
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Dr. Anton Gunzinger, Seraina Morell Gunzinger, Zürich

ICES Foundation, Genf
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Maxon Motor, Sachseln, Rivella AG, Rothrist, Christine Barth
Dr. Uli Sigg, Mauensee
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OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

TOPIC 2016 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS CHAIRPERSONS / PANELISTS

PANEL DISCUSSION 
LEADER

PROF. DR. 
ERNST PETER FISCHER

Wissenschaftsgeschichte
History of Science

Universität Heidelberg 
www.uni-heidelberg.de

PROF. DR. 
HEATHER A. BERLIN
Neurowissenschaften und 

Psychiatrie
Neursociences and Psychiatry

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York

http://icahn.mssm.edu

DR. WALTRAUT 
LIEBL-KOPITZKI

Leiterin des Amts für Schulen, 
Bildung und Wissenschaft der Stadt 
Konstanz – Chief of the Department 

of Schools, Education and Science, 
City of Konstanz 

www.konstanz.de

DR. FRIEDERICKE 
MECKEL, M.D.

Ärztin und Psychotherapeutin
Medical Doctor and Psychotherapist

Zurich, Switzerland

STEVE PAULSON
Executive Producer and Co-Founder

of To the Best of Our Knowledge 
at Wisconsin Public Radio  

Distinguished Scholar at the 
Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery
http://ttbook.org/steve-paulson

http://discovery.wisc.edu/discovery

DR. STUART 
HAMEROFF, M.D.

Anästhesiologie – Anesthesiology
Center for Consciousness Studies

University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ – USA

www.quantumconsciousness.org

DIEGO HANGARTNER, 
Pharm.D.

Übersetzer, Lehrer, Praktiker
Translator, Teacher, Practitioner

Gründer / Founder, Institute of Se-
cular Ethics and Mental Balance; 

Co-Founder, Mind and Life Europe, 
Küsnacht – ZH, Switzerland

http://esri.mindandlife-europe.org

DR. THUPTEN JINPA
Buddhismus und Religions-

wissenschaften
Buddhism and Religious Studies

Gründer / Founder, Institute 
of Tibetan Classics, Montreal 
Chair, Mind and Life Institute

Hadley, MA – USA
www.mindandlife.org

DR. LUIS EDUARDO LUNA
Anthropologie – Anthropology

Wasiwaska – Research Centre for 
the study of psychointegrator plants, 

visionary art and consciousness
Florianópolis – BR

http://www.wasiwaska.org

PROF. DR. CHRISTOF KOCH
Neurobiologie – Neurobiology

President / Chief Scientific Officer
Allen Institute for Brain Science, 

Seattle – USA
www.alleninstitute.org 

PROF. DR. SIR 
ROGER PENROSE
Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie – Mathematical 
Physics and Cosmology
Mathematical Institute

University of Oxford – UK
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

DR. MATTHIEU RICARD
Buddhistischer Mönch und Autor

Buddhist Monk and Author
Gründer / Founder, Karuna Shechen

http://www.shechen.org

EMPFOHLENE LEKTÜRE

Buch Zu einer neuen Quantenphysik des Bewusstseins – Gespräche an den 
Grenzen der Erkenntnis (2009). Autoren: Roy Ascott (UK), Reinhold Bertlmann (A), 
Ulrike Gabriel (D), Ernst von Glasersfeld (USA), Stuart Hameroff (USA), 
Luis Eduardo Luna (BR), Josef Mitterer (A), Roger Penrose (UK), Otto Rössler (D), 
Peter Weibel (A), Anton Zeilinger (A). 
Herausgeber: Neue Galerie Luzern und René Stettler; 
die 172-seitige Publikation im CD-Format kann per E-Mail gegen Rechnung 
bestellt werden: info@neugalu.ch  
Preis: CHF/EUR 25.00 zuzüglich Versand- und Verpackungsspesen CHF/EUR 6.00.

DR. FRITJOF CAPRA
Physik und Systemtheorie 

Physics and Systems Theory 
Center for ecoliteracy, Berkeley,  

CA – USA 
www.fritjofcapra.net
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DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS

12. SCHWEIZER BIENNALE  
ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 12TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Neuro- und Kognitionswissenschaften, Bewusstseinsstudien, Philosophie 
des Geistes, kontemplative Wissenschaft, Buddhismus, Anthropologie, 
Kosmologie, Physik und Künstliche Intelligenz-Forschung sowie dem 
Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung bewusstseinserweiternder 

Substanzen beschäftigt. Referenten und Referentinnen aus den USA, Brasilien,
 Chile, England, Italien, den Niederlanden und der Schweiz.

Keynotes and panel discussions with top speakers from disciplines such 
as cognitive science, consciousness studies, philosophy of mind, contemplative science, 

buddhism, anthropology, cosmology, physics, and artifical intelligence research 
as well as from research fields concerned with the effects of consciousness-expanding 

substances. Speakers from the US, Brazil, Chile, UK, Italy, the Netherlands, 
and Switzerland. 

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
 Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler 

Ermässigter Eintritt: AHV und Studierende – 
Concessions: Senior Citizens and Students

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA) 

Postfach / P.O. Box 3501
6002 Lucerne, Switzerland

www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch
Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
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und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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TOPIC 2018

THE ENIGMA 
OF HUMAN 

CONSCIOUSNESS

Over more than five decades, the hu-
man brain and brain functions have 
turned into a research paradigm around 
the globe making massive progress. To-
day new scientific tools are enabling us 
to see what neurons are doing when we 
think certain thoughts. 

The revolutionary impact of neuro- 
science on our understanding of the 
brain is undeniably impressive. At the 
same time, however, neuroscience has 
equally influenced our views on mo-
dern psychology, on the philosophy of 
science as well as on the philosophy of 
mind, which—from a broader vantage 
point—have been profoundly led astray 
by the dogmas of scientific materia-
lism. Dying, for example, is for many 
today nothing more than the ending 
of brain function. And the idea of an 
inner self/subject or incorporeal realm 
of the mind with qualia is—according 
to internationally acclaimed philoso-
pher Daniel Dennett—just a cognitive 
illusion. 

Yet, is what Buddhist contemplatives 
have recognised and even have succeed- 
ed in coming to terms with over the 
past 2500 years, namely the ontology of 
the mental—an irreducibly first-person 

ontology or the subjectivity of consci-
ousness—just mumbo-jumbo? And are 
the very sophisticated ways of training 
attention and introspective skills that 
they have devised for probing deeply 
into the origins and nature of consci-
ousness only hocus-pocus? What is pri-
mary: The mind or the brain? 

These are the key questions of the 12th 
Swiss Biennal on Science, Technics and 
Aesthetics. They will be debated in key-
notes, sessions as well as in a panel dis- 
cussion with renowned speakers from 
around the globe. I wish you a spiritu-
ally rewarding day with many inspiring 
talks and conversations.

Dr. phil. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on Science, 
Technics + Aesthetics
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners
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Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics
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Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.
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The philosophical dispute be-
tween the British mathematician 
Sir Roger Penrose and the Austri-
an quantum physicist Anton 
Zeilinger, which took place on 
stage in the Lucerne Theatre 15 
years ago at the noteworthy Bien-
nial The Engima of Conscious-
ness, is legendary. The hot episte-
mological question at stake back 
then, whether there might exist a 
world “out there”—a world beyond 
human observation—remains un-
decided to the present day. 
The origin and nature of con-
sciousness—the awareness of be-
ing aware—possessed perhaps by 
humans only, is still one of the 
most intriguing and complex is-
sues posing a big challenge to sci-
ence. It is a question—I suggest—, 
which can only be answered satis-
factorily with the knowledge from 
diverse research fields by focus-
sing on life and its holistic dimen-
sions. 

We are living in a time when mil-
lions of people still believe in hor-
oscopes, feng shui, fortune telling, 
and tarot cards. For many, a new 
form of “quantum spirituality”, 
which could just as well be attrib-
uted to the presently rampant va-
rieties of esoterism, has become a 
substitute for religion. The Bien-
nial is deliberately committed to 
setting a counterpoint to this 
cheerful market of world interpre-
tations and “weak thought” (Edu-
ard Kaeser, NZZ, 16 May 2012), 
which sometimes produces rather 
strange effects. Top representa-
tives from quantum physics, neu-
roscience, philosophy, anthropo-
logy, systems theory, ecology, and 
Buddhism as well as from the 
wide field of research about the ef-
fects of consciousness-expanding 
substances are invited to Lucerne. 

I wish you a spiritually rewarding 
day with many inspiring talks 
and conversations.

Dr. René Stettler
Founder, Swiss Biennial on 
Science, Technics + Aesthetics

Offizielle Partner – Official PartnersOffizielle Partner – Official Partners

Veranstalter – Organizer: Neue Galerie Luzern –
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)
Konzept – Concept: Dr. phil. René Stettler

Ermässigter Eintritt (Studenten, AHV) 
Concessions (Students, Senior Citizens) 

Neue Galerie Luzern – 
Swiss Academic Association (NGL – SAA)

Postfach / P.�O. Box 3501, 6002 Luzern, Switzerland
www.neugalu.ch / info@neugalu.ch

Tel.: +41 (0) 41 370 38 18

Referate und Podiumsdiskussionen mit Wissenschaftlern 
aus Brasilien, Deutschland, England, Nepal, der Schweiz 

und den USA. Mit Spitzenvertretern der Fachgebiete 
Quantenphysik, Neurowissenschaft, Philosophie, 

Anthropologie, Systemtheorie, Ökologie, Buddhismus und 
dem weiten Forschungsgebiet, das sich mit der Wirkung 

bewusstseinserweiternder Substanzen beschäftigt.

Keynotes and panel discussions with scientists from 
Brazil, England, Germany, Nepal, Switzerland, and the 
USA. With top representatives from quantum physics, 

neuroscience, philosophy, anthropology, systems theory, 
ecology, Buddhism, and the wide field of research about the 

effects of consciousness-expanding substances.

DAS RÄTSEL DES 
MENSCHLICHEN BEWUSSTSEINS

THE ENIGMA OF 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS
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ZU WISSENSCHAFT, TECHNIK + ÄSTHETIK

THE 11TH SWISS BIENNIAL 
ON SCIENCE, TECHNICS + AESTHETICS

Verkehrshaus der Schweiz, Luzern
Swiss Museum of Transport, Lucerne
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LEADER

PROF. DR. 
ERNST PETER FISCHER

Wissenschaftsgeschichte
History of Science

Universität Heidelberg 
www.uni-heidelberg.de

PROF. DR. 
HEATHER A. BERLIN
Neurowissenschaften und 

Psychiatrie
Neursociences and Psychiatry

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York

http://icahn.mssm.edu

DR. WALTRAUT 
LIEBL-KOPITZKI

Leiterin des Amts für Schulen, 
Bildung und Wissenschaft der Stadt 
Konstanz – Chief of the Department 

of Schools, Education and Science, 
City of Konstanz 

www.konstanz.de
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Ärztin und Psychotherapeutin
Medical Doctor and Psychotherapist

Zurich, Switzerland
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Center for Consciousness Studies
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www.quantumconsciousness.org
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Co-Founder, Mind and Life Europe, 
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Buddhismus und Religions-

wissenschaften
Buddhism and Religious Studies

Gründer / Founder, Institute 
of Tibetan Classics, Montreal 
Chair, Mind and Life Institute

Hadley, MA – USA
www.mindandlife.org

DR. LUIS EDUARDO LUNA
Anthropologie – Anthropology

Wasiwaska – Research Centre for 
the study of psychointegrator plants, 

visionary art and consciousness
Florianópolis – BR

http://www.wasiwaska.org

PROF. DR. CHRISTOF KOCH
Neurobiologie – Neurobiology

President / Chief Scientific Officer
Allen Institute for Brain Science, 

Seattle – USA
www.alleninstitute.org 

PROF. DR. SIR 
ROGER PENROSE
Mathematische Physik 

und Kosmologie – Mathematical 
Physics and Cosmology
Mathematical Institute

University of Oxford – UK
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

DR. MATTHIEU RICARD
Buddhistischer Mönch und Autor

Buddhist Monk and Author
Gründer / Founder, Karuna Shechen

http://www.shechen.org
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Buch Zu einer neuen Quantenphysik des Bewusstseins – Gespräche an den 
Grenzen der Erkenntnis (2009). Autoren: Roy Ascott (UK), Reinhold Bertlmann (A), 
Ulrike Gabriel (D), Ernst von Glasersfeld (USA), Stuart Hameroff (USA), 
Luis Eduardo Luna (BR), Josef Mitterer (A), Roger Penrose (UK), Otto Rössler (D), 
Peter Weibel (A), Anton Zeilinger (A). 
Herausgeber: Neue Galerie Luzern und René Stettler; 
die 172-seitige Publikation im CD-Format kann per E-Mail gegen Rechnung 
bestellt werden: info@neugalu.ch  
Preis: CHF/EUR 25.00 zuzüglich Versand- und Verpackungsspesen CHF/EUR 6.00.

DR. FRITJOF CAPRA
Physik und Systemtheorie 

Physics and Systems Theory 
Center for ecoliteracy, Berkeley,  

CA – USA 
www.fritjofcapra.net
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